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CHERWELL VALLEY WORLD DAY OF PRAYER GROUP
FRIDAY 4TH MAY
1.30 – 3.30 Cedar House Souldern. (345235
How did the Cross Provide the Answer to a Hindu/Jain Woman’s Prayer?
[1 Timothy 2, 1-6]
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The Cherwell Valley Benefice in the Diocese of Oxford
Rev Paul Hunt, 346739 paul@cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk;
Rev Edward Green, 340562 edward@cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk;
Mr John Hine (LLM) 350272;
Scott Goosen (YW) 233087 flockofgeese4@yahoo.com
Benefice Office 233687 Barbara@cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk

Dear Friends,
Easter lies at the heart of the Christian year. Although Christmas may be more popular today it is Easter that is the
earlier and greater festival.
For the first Christians Easter was a journey they participated in, rather than a singular event. Lent grew from the period
of fasting and learning new Christians underwent before they were baptised -journeying 40 days with Christ in the
desert. On Easter Sunday they would be baptised, born again of water and the spirit on the day that Christ rose from the
dead. Today at Easter we still renew our baptismal vows, which for many of us were made on our behalf as small
children.
The events of the Passion too, Christ’s arrest, trial and persecution, would also have had a particular closeness for the
early Christians, who were at various times and in various places persecuted and martyred for their faith. Jesus’
resurrection broke down the barriers between the living and the dead, the early Christians seeing the faithful departed as
much a part of the Church as the living. When they prayed they prayed together across the divide of death.
Resurrection and death are intimately tied. We cannot experience the former without the latter; we cannot understand
resurrection without also embracing death. Modern life frequently isolates us from this reality, sometimes we simply
don’t like to think about it, but it is certain that we will at some point all die just as Christ died.
Our Easter faith is that as we die with Christ we shall also rise with Christ. Our surety is in participating in his life as
those early Christians did, not just at Easter, but every month week and day, confessing with our mouths and believing
in our hearts.
As we do so the great festivals of the church year come alive. As we remember the resurrection of Christ week by week
on the Lord’s day, celebrating His on-going presence in bread and wine, that greater celebration on Easter Sunday
grows in depth and richness. This requires commitment, a choice and sacrifice, but very little compared to the Christians
who came before us.
It is my prayer that you all make that choice to encounter the resurrected Christ, not just this Easter but every day of
your lives and in the life the come.
God bless, Eddie

SUNDAY, 6th MAY AT 6:00 pm

in St. Mary’s Church, Upper Heyford
- THE MONARCH OF WIT a 50 minute celebration of the life and work of John Donne (1572 -1631), who is best remembered as a poet
and the Dean of St. Paul’s. The performance is a one-man presentation by James Clarkson, a professional
actor.
“No man is an island, entire of itself...
Any man’s death diminishes me,
because I am involved in Mankind;
and therefore ask not for whom the bell tolls;
it tolls for thee.”
Some of us saw this show at Bloxham church and can thoroughly recommend it, so don’t miss out. Put the
date in your diary now! Further details nearer the time.
The Friends of St. Mary’s.

Community Market - Souldern Village Hall - 9:00am-12:00noon
(3rd Saturday of the Month)
April 21st * May 19th * June 16th
Provisions * Vegetables * Plants *Jams & Chutneys * Gifts & Crafts (All subject to availability)
Breakfasts (supplied by the Pig Place)
Come and enjoy a cup of tea/coffee and a chat
Tel: 01869 345931 or email: barbaramcgarry@btinternet.com for further information

Let’s celebrate the 200th edition of Valley News

In the first issue the aims and aspirations of the Editorial Team was clearly defined on page 1 and it is
rewarding to know that 33 years later the magazine is still being produced in line with the wishes of the
original team.
Valley News was set up in response to the demise of Ploughley Twenty, a Church of England magazine
circulated throughout the Bicester area. The late Mrs Wynne MacIver of Somerton was the tour de force and
she set up a small committee to plan and produce it, originally in A5 booklet form. The attractive cover was
drawn by Brian Scott Smith on a cold Christmas morning, and the copy was produced literally on a ‘cut &
paste’ basis before being sent off to the printer. It was then a Saturday morning job for a working group to
collate and staple the booklets, a long and laborious process, but on the plus side it was very much a team
effort with all the villages represented. The home PC and email has made the production much easier and
the content is now probably broader and more interesting , however, sadly much of the camaraderie it
engendered has been lost.
The original editorial team comprised: The Reverend Clifford Rhodes, Bob Cropley, Miss Hughes, Ian LoughScott, Wynne Maclver, Brian Scott-Smith, Dr Ann Shukman & Jack Talbot, and the early issues had articles
from The Heyfords WI, Somerton WI, Royal British Legion, Somerton Social Club, Lower Heyford Forget-MeNot-Club, William Wetherall School, The Warreners, Upper Heyford (sadly the first issue reported the sudden
death of Mrs Doris Burns who helped to set up the club in 1974); Somerton Rectory Playschool, a proposed
new social club at Somerton for the over 60s (to be called ‘The Sunshine Club’, aptly reported by Ivor
Greenhouse!), Miss Dew’s weather report, Heyford Athletic FC, Heyford United FC, Lower Heyford Bowls
Club, Somerton Table Tennis Club, Steeple Aston & Rousham Cricket Club, and of course a church report
from the Rector. Sadly in the intervening period we have seen the passing of Rev. Clifford Rhodes, Wynne
MacIver, Miss Hughes, Jack Talbot and many other contributors to the magazine, whose efforts we have
good reason to be thankful for.
There has been many changes in the villages since 1979, Somerton has its new village hall, Upper Heyford’s
Reading Room has been refurbished, new homes have been built; schools, shops and pubs lost; Upper
Heyford airfield has closed and there is a new community on the site. What hasn’t changed is the
spectacularly beautiful and accessible countryside!
Tragically some things don’t change for the better either, in the Rector’s piece of 1979 he referred to the
abominable regime of Amin in Uganda, 33 years later we pray for the victims of the abominable regime of
Assad in Syria.
Let’s hope that Valley News will continue to be of interest and entertain for at least a few more years!

What’s going on at Cherwell District Council?
Canal Conservation Area consultation has started and, thanks to the interest shown, been extended for a further four
weeks so there’s a chance to get involved and have your say. Like the more usual village conservation areas, it will
define what is special about the canal and then ensure that any development that affects it must “preserve or enhance
its character and appearance”. Strictly speaking, the “area” itself will be the limits of the canal and towpath plus any
current or former canal property (wharves, for instance) but, of course, development within a much wider space has the
potential to impact this and so will be affected. A benefit of joint working with South Northants Council is that this will not
stop abruptly at the boundary north of Banbury. It was quickly spotted, though, that between Lower Heyford and
Kidlington, it also meanders into West Oxfordshire, so WODC are being, rather belatedly, invited to join in. Being linear,
it traverses another rather different conservation area, that of Rousham which, because of the importance of the sight
lines designed from the house and garden, covers both Lower and Upper Heyford: this hasn’t happened elsewhere in
Cherwell, so someone clever is going to have to work out which takes precedence. Meanwhile, on a more
straightforward level: how will it affect you and do you approve?
Bicester’s future is on the agenda, as you might expect with current buildings all along the Middleton Stoney Road,
permission granted at Gavray Drive, the Airfield and the first part of the EcoTown, the revitalised Oxford-Bicester
railway, and so on plus, now, proposals from the MoD for major development of their Graven Hill depot for both housing
and industry, with the possibility of a further stretch of relief road. How to make sense of all this? The answer is a new
Bicester Masterplan, which is now out for consultation as well. I’ve stressed to those organising this that our villages
within a wide radius of the town have as important a stake in it – in jobs, schools, shops, leisure facilities, etc – as any
town resident and need to be involved. So, when you see consultation advertised, don’t hesitate to have your say:
Bicester is just as much your market town as anybody’s!
Bicester parking, meanwhile, has changed radically now the digging has begun in earnest for the town centre
redevelopment. Some of the Market Square places are now reserved for the ShopMobility scheme and others have
been taken over by the temporarily relocated bus stops. Twelve new disabled bays have been designated in the
remaining parking areas to offset those lost to the building site. Although parking remains at Franklins Yard (77 bays),
the main places to go now are round the back at the Cattle Market (278 bays) and Claremont (171 bays).
Budgets are top of the list at this time of year. With the considerable help of savings from sharing management with
South Northants, we’ve doubled our target of £1m cost reduction this year, making a third year of nil increase in Council
tax possible, despite record 5% inflation, continued improvement in services and the rapid shrinking of government
grants due to national austerity. This makes for a substantial cumulative real decrease in costs, specially benefiting
those, such as many pensioners, whose incomes are linked to inflation. In the current circumstances, it would be unwise
to predict what will happen next year, especially as the grant regime is due for major and, as yet, unknown change.
However, the course of cost reduction through sharing is still in full flood – the latest target is joining up both councils’
computer operations – so this seam will continue to be mined for all it’s worth in the interests of squeezing out all the
efficiencies we can find.
Section 106 contributions, while we’re talking money, for single new houses have been suspended – so those affected
who made strong representations have been listened to. The old s106 scheme applies as before until any changes have
been fully tested (and probably until the new Community Infrastructure Levy “CIL” comes into force in a few months time
and replaces s106).
Plagiarism! One benefit of having a friendly neighbour on our side is that we can shamelessly crib what they do well: it
seems that South Northants have a particularly effective council tax collection team, for example. CDC collect 98.6% of
what’s due, which is excellent by national standards, but SNC pull in an astonishing 99.3%, which is not only fairer to the
law abiding majority but keeps costs down for all so, by combining forces, we should be able to raise our game
substantially. There’s an interesting twist: 90% of the Council Tax is, of course the County Council’s share, so they will
be the overwhelming winner from any extra Cherwell pulls in – I foresee some fascinating negotiations over who pays
for the improved service…
Neighbourhood Planning Protocol has been published by Cherwell to complement the Localism Act’s introduction of
Neighbourhood Plans by setting out the steps for producing one and how CDC can help. Now any parish can see what
they have to do to produce an NP that will be a formal part of the CDC’s Local Development Framework. The sort of
thing it could set out is where residents want to see development – though with an important proviso that NP’s are
specifically forbidden from reducing housing numbers imposed on Districts and can only increase them! I am rather
sceptical as, in turning the idea into law, the process has been made so complex it has been priced out of reach of most
Parish Councils – the lowest estimated cost is £17,000, which is far more than most PC’s in the ward precept for in total.
But the Protocol at least makes this clear for all to see.
Police & Crime Commissioners are also on the way, with elections due on 15th November. PCC’s (it will be confusing for those who
help run our churches to have a rival “PCC” constantly in the news!) will be scrutinised by a Police Crime Panel made up of a
councillor from every council in the Thames Valley Police area, so somebody will have more meetings to attend – luckily not too far
away as Bucks County Council have volunteered to host it. That somebody will not be me as my portfolio, Environment, has quite
enough as membership of the bewildering number of Health scrutiny boards evolves in parallel with the NHS reorganisation!
Community Partnership Network, which provides a forum to scrutinise the Horton, will need to be fitted into that framework
somehow. Meanwhile, we reviewed the impact of the retirement of the Horton’s Director, with his responsibilities going to the Director
of Clinical Services for all four sites of the Oxford University Hospitals NHS Trust – three of which are, of course, much larger and in
Oxford. It was good to use the CPN to get a public assurance that this will not see services being “rationalised” away from Banbury.
Additionally, we scrutinised major changes to the way Pharmacy services will be delivered, replacing a fixed pharmacy with wardbased services. Again, potential pitfalls, particularly GP’s concerns, were explored in public. Similarly, teething problems with the new
Electronic Patient Record system were aired. So this sort of scrutiny can be a useful way to protect local interests and needs to be

preserved.

James Macnamara

NEWS & VIEWS FROM THE CHERWELL VALLEY
DATE: 20TH APRIL 2012
TIME ; 7.30 – 9.30 pm

Peter Reginald Varney

WITH GREAT PLEASURE
Ann Mallalieu, Queen’s Counsel, President of the
Countryside Alliance, Labour Peer reflects on a
varied life, in the countryside, at the Criminal Bar
and in politics, illustrated by favourite pieces of
poetry and prose assisted by
Actress Marsha Fitzalan and our own
Revd. Edward Green.
Tickets are £25 per head; drinks and refreshments will
be served in the interval.
It will be an entertaining evening not unlike the Evening
with John Mortimer which was a great success and
raised a significant amount of money for St James’s
Church.
Tickets available from: either
Mrs Suzanne Leon, Fermor House, Somerton, OX25 6LL
skpr@btinternet.com
Mrs David Burton, Meadow Brook, Somerton OX256NE
dandjburton@btinternet.com

A PLANT DAY IN UPPER HEYFORD
A day for learning about the medicinal and culinary
properties of plants was held in Upper Heyford on
Saturday March 10. The day was attended by
international students to look at rare and common
wild plants. The day began with a tour of over 50 wild
plants collected and housed on a temporary home in
the allotments. So far no has been willing to give
them a permanent home. Students were shown the
plants told about their various properties. We then did
a tour of the fields and canal and looked at various
plants in the wild. Lunch was a wild soup and salad
with Saxon bread. After lunch, we made various
herbal preparations including creams and Bach
flower remedies. The student finished the day
revisiting the plants to contact their healing energies.
Here are some of the comments.
Hana, GP from London: ‘I enjoyed being with nature
and learning how much she offers us. Nature really
supplies us with all we need.’
Lateefa, Artist : ‘I enjoyed having a glimpse of a
different dimension to wild flowers and their medicinal
qualities.’
Laura, gardener from Holland: ‘I enjoyed being in
nature and opening a window into all the qualities of
plants.’
For future workshops please contact Debra at
debra@cmhealing.com

It came as a great shock to everyone that Peter had
passed away at the early age of 57. Peter was born in
Upper Heyford in 1954 where he would live for the
rest of his life. He went to the village primary school
before attending the secondary school at Bicester.
After leaving school he worked at the Paper Mill at
Somerton for a short period before his employment
began with The British Waterways in 1971. He went
on to complete over 40 years of service with the
Waterways until his sudden death on February 2nd; it
was at work that he collapsed, and died later in the
day at the Horton. So typical of Peter that he was at
work when he should have been resting at home (he
had only just gone back to work following a week off
through ill health). It would have been pointless
though to suggest that he put his feet up for a while as
he was an outdoor person, his home was simply
temporary shelter.
Peter loved the countryside and he had a real passion
for shooting and would spend many weekends with
his brother Fred on pheasant shoots.
He was also a loyal supporter of the village football
team; a minutes silence in his memory was held at the
home game following his funeral. Players and
supporters will miss Peter’s shouts of encouragement
from the touchline.
Peter led a simple and contented life without any of
the trappings of this materialistic world, he had a
friendly word with everyone, and he was held in the
highest esteem by the village as a whole, shown by
the number that attended his funeral.
He was a kind hearted and happy man and he will be
sadly missed by all of his family and friends.
The Varney family would like to thank those who went
to his funeral and made donations in memory of Peter
to St Marys Church fabric fund. They would also like
to thank Reverend Eddie Green for a lovely service.
There will now be new tenants of No 4 Mill Lane, after
over 50 years of occupation by the Varney family, a
matter of great sadness to the village community.

Looking Back, Looking Forward – Old Peace Campers to return to Upper Heyford
30 years after a Peace Camp was established on the Portway bridleway on Camp Road some of those involved are
returning to commemorate this and the Upper Heyford Peace Blockade at which 752 people were arrested.
Kim Bewdley speaks for those returning:

My memory is that it was an incredibly intense time. There were twelve or so of us in the main camp – more joined later
for an occupation of what was called the extension site – and we were together, 24/7, perched right at the edge of a live
nuclear base complete with Quick Response Area where fighter planes loaded with live nuclear weapons were revving
their engines.
There was a real sense of urgency- like it was a race against time because there was a real threat of Armageddon as it
was the height of the cold war. Of course not all shared our fears or our prescription – no nuclear bases!
And of course the camp was divisive amongst the local villages where some would support us but others felt we were
threatening their livelihoods – or perhaps were just a scruffy nuisance!
There were negotiations with Cllr Paddy Quinn in the Barley Mow but after Christmas of 1982 we were banned from that
pub. Also from the Three Horseshoes where for a while we had used to play pool – and chat – with the servicemen and
women. (We used to have a banner outside the camp “we like you Americans we just don’t like your nuclear weapons.)
There were arguments about whether we should receive mail – we did – and whether we could vote – yes but only after
an appeal. But despite these troubles there were also many quiet supporters (who it would be wrong to name) and
some more prominent who I think it is safe to do so, for example Ru Reiss who used to come up to the camp on
horseback and eventually bought Village Farm to try and help stop the base expanding!
And meanwhile I think it is fair to say we fell in love with the area – despite the size and noise of the “live” base next
door - the elderflower trees on the bridleway, where the camp was, and the Oxfordshire hedgerows as well as the long
winding route via the canal from the nearest train station [Lower Heyford] and the walk across the field to the pub in
Steeple Aston.
In many ways it was – to quote Dickens – “the best of times and also the worst of times.” Many of us were young and
actually burnt out having organised so many protests in the space of 15 months – a march, a New Years Eve blockade
and then the one where 752 were arrested. Exhilaration turned to exhaustion and the core campers moved on although
there a camp continued for a long while after 1983.
It has been really exceptionally heart-warming that the plans for a – modest – reunion (on Monday 7th May) have been
met with such a warm welcome. We are meeting at the Village Hall, going for a tour of the base which for so long was
the focus of all our energies but of course is now no more than a number of English Heritage listed buildings. We are
invited to write here and some of us may even pop in to the Barley Mow! Such peace and reconciliation is very much
appreciated.
If anyone who has memories of that era thirty years ago would like to pop up to the Upper Heyford Village Hall between
12 and 2 on Monday 7th they would be very welcome.
Editors note: commenting as a life-long resident of the village I did not feel at the time that the world was about to
explode, neither did I share the notion that unilaterally giving up nuclear weapons would help world peace.
The nuclear weapons have gone from Upper Heyford, but is the world a safer place?

Students of Aspire Dance Academy
Classes in Upper Heyford Village Hall
Saturday mornings in term time

Thames Valley Police
Here is the latest Bicester Rural neighbourhood update
from WPC Caroline Brown
Crimes
In relation to crimes a set of steel lift forks was stolen
from Heyford Park, Upper Heyford, vehicle parts were
removed from a parked vehicle, a windscreen was
smashed on another vehicle, there was a report of
assault and also a female was found in possession of
Cannabis all in Upper Heyford. In Lower Heyford a
tractor and topper was stolen from an open barn. There
were no crimes reported to Police in Caulcott and
Somerton.

Annie, Millie & Cameron passed the Royal Academy
of Dance Pre-Primary Ballet exam

Good news stories.
All the people found in possession of drugs have been
dealt with in varying ways. A male has been arrested and
charged with a burglary in Caversfield and has appeared
in court.
The Neighbourhood team also arrested a male from
Piddington in the town for drink driving and he has been
charged and will be appearing on court soon. The team
have also been kept busy on an operation run each
weekend in Bicester town centre to reduce crime and
alcohol related offences late at night and we have seen
positive results in that several people have either been
arrested or banned from the town centre for periods of
up to 48 hours.
If you are planning an event for the Queen’s Jubilee and
need advice on road closures or planning the event then
I can supply a leaflet explaining the procedure and where
to get help. If you require a leaflet then please E Mail me
on caroline.brown@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

Emma, Millie, Lara & Charlotte passed the Royal
Academy of Dance Primary Ballet exam
9.00-9.30am

Tots Ballet (2-3yrs)

9.30-10.00am

Pre-School Tap and Ballet(3-4yrs)

10.00-10.45am

Pre-Primary Tap and Ballet(5yrs)

10.45-11.30am

Primary Tap and Ballet(6-7yrs)

11.30-12.00

Modern

12.00-12.30pm

Grade 1 Tap (8-10yrs)

12.30-1.00pm

Grade 1 Ballet(8-10yrs)

email contact to emma@aspiredance.co.uk
web address www.aspiredance.co.uk

Healthy Heyford
Every
Monday
we
walk over
fields
around
the
Cherwell Valley. We meet at Upper Helford Village Hall
10am. Our walks usually take about 2 hours and we walk at a
leisurely pace. All welcome.
Landscape Watercolour Painting Classes
Tuesday evening classes are held weekly in Upper Heyford
Village Hall
For either walks or painting please ring Jo 07734562028 for
more details

Speed check
On 29th February a speed check was carried out on
camp Road Upper Heyford between 0800 and 0840
when no vehicle were recorded as speeding.
Also on the same day another check was carried out on
Station Road Lower Heyford between 0845 and 0935
when again no drivers were recorded speeding
Contact us
If you want any advice or would like to contact the
neighbourhood team you can call us on the new police
non emergency number of 101 which came into effect on
14th November 2011, but if your call is an emergency
then dial 999. You can also contact us via email:
BicesterRuralNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
please note this email address cannot be used to contact
Thames Valley Police to report crimes or for any urgent
matters. If you have information about crime or Anti
Social Behaviour in your area but you do not want to
speak to the police, please call the Crimestoppers charity
on 0800 555111. To view information on your
neighbourhood team you can visit the force website at:
www.thamesvalley.police.uk
We can also be followed on Twitter on
@tvp_bicester .We will tweet messages to help prevent
crime, make appeals or issue warnings and we urge
people to follow us on the Twitter service as we can tell
you instantaneously about incidents in and around
Bicester

Final date for copy June edition:
18 MAY

Letters:

Springtime

Copy of letter sent by Richard Greening of Lower Heyford to March is named after the God Mars and was the first
British Waterways
month of the Roman Year
I have the great fortune to live in a particularly pretty part of
the world. It’s on a canal and near a river that runs through
a Conservation Area on the edge of the Cotswolds.
I have lived here for eighteen years and on most days in
that time I have walked the two and a half mile round trip
from Lower Heyford through Upper Heyford and back along
the canal to Lower Heyford. This particular walk is promoted
by both Cherwell District Council and one of the Railway
companies running through the valley.
The reason for this letter is that this valley has been
vandalised by so called tree surgeons in the name of
'Health & Safety’. Some parts of it look like a World War 1
battle scene, especially at a point opposite the old water
intake for the Upper Heyford air base. This is a
CONSERVATION AREA not a battleground!
Trees have been butchered unsympathetically with no
thought to the surrounding countryside. Chippings left in
large unsightly piles along the tree line; (I know it is a
habitat for bugs and beetles but let’s be subtle about this.)
Branches and twig debris have been left scattered across
the towpath, creating a much greater Health & Safety trip
hazard than ever the trees presented.
I am well aware that trees need periodic attention,
especially willows, but a well pollarded willow is an asset to
a river environment unlike these willows which are more of
a nightmare.
I understand that British Waterways has paid the company
‘Fountains’ £3,000,000 for this work on both the Oxford and
Grand Union canals. To quote its Website ‘Trained to the
highest standards, with safety paramount, our attention to
detail means that both aesthetic and environmental aspects
of your job are considered and incorporated into our
programme of works for you.’
In my opinion this money would have been better spent
either in an emergency Insurance fund to compensate
victims of fallen branches or an extra mobile ‘tree team’ say
on quad bikes instantly ready to attend fallen tree/branch
incidents.
I have owned a narrow boat for nearly twenty years and
resent my license fee being abused in this way especially in
these cash-strapped times.
I can’t imagine how the human race and trees have
managed to survive in harmony for millions of years without
the over use of HEALTH & SAFETY?
Hands off OUR trees please and let’s sort out the mess
sympathetically.

Good news?
In 2012, British Waterways’
canals and rivers in England
and Wales will be transferred
to the care of a new
waterways charity, called the
Canal & River Trust.
The government is placing these waterways in trust for the
nation. The move has been championed by British
Waterways and will attract new investment, secure jobs
and give the public a greater say in the running of their
local canal or river!
A Council is being formed to protect the values and
responsibilities of the new trust, it will have 35 members
with a wide range of interests, so, fingers crossed!

It was also the time when the oracle fires were
rekindled to fertilize the spring.
March is full of all weathers, enticing us out to plant on
warm sunny days and sending us hurrying inside when it
snows. Thrush, jackdaws, crows, rooks and other birds all
build their nests. It is said if the rooks build their nests high
in the tree the summer will be good. The natural wild
places are filled with celandine, young nettles, coltsfoot,
chickweed, violets, aconites and dandelions. The bees are
found rolling in early dandelions covering themselves in
pollen and drinking the nectar. Liberty Bailey says, ‘The
man who worries morning and night about dandelions in
the lawn will find great relief in loving dandelions.’
Primroses, daffodils and snow drops dance along the
roads. Most enchantingly come, the early plum blossoms
and catkins on the willow tree family. It is a time of swift
changes of weather and winds. One day snow, the next
winds and sun and then another of rain. The spiders
emerge and are said to come down from their webs to
enjoy any music they happen to hear. It is the time when
we think about what to plant and sow the seeds. As Vita
Sackville-West says, ‘Sometimes everything looks well on
paper and in the catalogues but fails so lamentably in
fulfilment after you have tucked your plants into the soil.
Still one hopes.’
In the garden or allotment it is a good time to divide up
bulbs and ‘rooty’ plants and trim small bushes, roses and
herb plants as sage. It is good to dig and clean the ground
between your gooseberries and currants which will
strengthen their blossoms. Peas and potatoes can be
planted but other seeds need careful tending until the frost
passes. Bernard in our allotments plants his potatoes in
bags at this time so he can have the earliest potatoes
possible. Winter savoury is often blossoming. When used
in food it aides digestion. It can also be used for bee
stings. Mint leaves emerge in shady places. The young
early leaves of nettle are full of vitamins and when fried
can be added to eggs for a lovely omelette. Rhubarb is the
first fruit in this month. George Johnson in the 1844
almanac says, ‘All our experience tells us that those
labourers who devote their leisure to their own gardens
are invariably the best characters and the best workmen in
the parish.’
The old traditional plants for Mother’s day were violets and
rosemary. Leeks are the tradition for the feast of St.
David’s on the first of March. Leeks are worn on this day to
celebrate the welsh victory over the Saxons. March 17th is
St. Patrick’s day when there is a feast held in celebrating
the spring and the wearing of the green. March 21st is the
spring equinox when night and day are balanced. Sicilian
women plant pots of fennel and flowers for this day and
call them gardens of Adonis. March 24th is St Gabriel’s day
who is the patron saint of messengers. It was said if
messengers put a leaf of Artemisia in their shoes they
would not tire. March 25 is the day of the lady. Originally
this referred to the goddess of the earth from whom all
new plants and animals came and were blessed. However
it was later changed by the church as the time when
Gabriel came down and told Mary she would have Jesus
in nine months time. Shrove Tuesday of course is
pancake day. Debra Kaatz

The Poetry Corner
A Village Medley.
The month of January can often be rather bleak, once the New Year celebrations are over, but this year the end of the
month brought a new venture for the village - a gathering in the Reading Room of villagers to share some of their
favourite poetry. It proved to be a resounding success, due to the brave volunteers, aged from 13 years to 90, who were
prepared to stand up in public and read their choices to us all and tell us why they particularly liked the poems they were
reading. This could have been quite a daunting prospect, but the audience was friendly! The programme was
delightfully varied and the standard of delivery really excellent. The Poetry Group did two pieces, one for all the women
and one for all the men, and individual members read a few choices for people who preferred not to do it themselves,
but mostly the evening belonged to the contributors, and we were thrilled to bits with their
performances. Congratulations and warm thanks to all of you who were a part of this wonderful evening, including those
who provided the audience. After expenses (hire of the Reading Room for two rehearsals and the performance and
refreshments on the night) we raised £50 for the Community Fund and you inspired us all to want to do another such
evening in the future. We all came away excited by such a prospect.
Upper Heyford Poetry Group.

Meet the poet – Kate Clanchy visits Upper Heyford Poetry Group
In early February, when the untimely snow was still on the ground, we invited Kate Clanchy to our group to talk to us
about her work as Oxford City Poet and to give us the writer’s view on some of her own poems. There was a good turnout and we filled every available seat in the Burts’ lounge.
Kate is a quiet, unassuming, amusing person, quite normal in fact! My own pre-conceived ideas about poets were
somewhat altered when she began to talk to us. I always thought poets were people who lived with their head in the
clouds, always thinking ‘poetry’ and getting their inspiration from things such as nature and weather and people. Kate
came across as a down-to-earth Mum with no pretensions but a gently humorous view of daily life. Born in Scotland and
educated in Edinburgh and Oxford, Kate explained to us that, having initially been given great encouragement by poet
laureate Carol Ann Duffy, her success as a published poet came about very much by accident. Her first collection
‘Slattern’ published in 1995 won four awards including the Forward Prize for Best First Collection.
She began the evening by reading us a short story she had written, her first piece of prose, called ‘Irene’. It was a ghost
story and a mixture of poignant, funny and thought-provoking. Hearing her read helped us to appreciate her enjoyment
of the sound of words and in fact she briefly sang (with a lovely Scots accent) the song that featured in the story. Next
she read us a number of poems from her later collection entitled ‘Newborn’, much of which was inspired by her own
experience of childbirth and children growing up. From this collection she was keen to read us her favourite poem,
‘Ararat’, and this is the one you might enjoy most, especially since it describes a scene close to home. [Kate was quick
to point out that no actual babies drowned in the flood she described!]
Ararat
Winter of floods - winter of broken banks
and radio warnings and me running
down the road with the pushchair screaming
and a cloud helicoptering low behind me.
Remember even the genteel Cherwell
bursting, the Isis brimming, swelling under
its muddy meniscus like a body rolling
in sleep in a blanket? The times you came home
to find the armchairs floating, the carpet
a quicksand, the tables at unprecedented levels,
the baby awash in his Moses basket and me
bailing madly as he rose to the ceiling?
Yet here we all are, no worse than muddy, and lookthe hills emerging, exactly the same, casual as knees.

Kate Clanchy’s poetry collections, all published by
Picador Press, include:
‘Slattern’ [2001]; ‘Samarkand’ [1999];
‘Newborn’ [2004]

Janet Lincé
If you are tempted to come and discover half-forgotten or new poems, we meet fortnightly in Upper Heyford during term
time (on a Monday or a Thursday at 8.00) - but you don’t have to attend every meeting. One of us introduces a poet, or
a theme, and we volunteer to read a poem if we want to – but there is no obligation. You can just sit and listen. If you
want to find out more feel free to email Heather and Roger Burt (handr.burt@virgin.net).

SOMERTON NEWS
Another Village Walk

Annual Parochial Church Meeting—29 April

Neil Clare is planning another guided walk round the
village in the spring. This follows the success of his walk
round the eastern fringes of the village last September.
Watch this space for details

On Sunday 29 April at 9.30 in the morning we will be
holding our Annual Parochial Church Meeting. Everybody
from the village is invited. The formal business of the
meeting (election of churchwardens and PCC and
approval of Annual Report and Accounts etc ) will be
incorporated into a very short Sunday morning service.
Afterwards there will be opportunity for more relaxed
discussion over coffee. Your new PCC will need to know
your views because the coming year will be important in
the life of our parish. Our Rector Paul Hunt retires in the
autumn and there will be an “interregnum” (ie a gap) of
several months before a new Rector can be appointed.
Meanwhile there is discussion at higher levels in the
church about how and where to deploy the reducing
number of clergy.

Other Future Activities
We hope to arrange a showing of the photographs of
village families taken a decade ago by Toni Ertl so that
you help us recognise some of those who have moved
away. These were taken at the last Jubilee. It would be
nice to arrange this showing in connection with the next
one! Watch this space.

A Prickly Subject
Hedgehog
numbers
have declined by at
least 25 percent in last
decade! That really is
a frightening statistic.
These
spiky
little
creatures have been
around longer than we
have. According to zoologist Dr Pat Morris, the first
hedgehogs probably appeared more than 15 million years
ago. What a tragedy it will be if our actions contribute to
their demise.
The WI is campaigning to get hedgehogs the same level
of protection as endangered species under the Wildlife
and Countryside Act 1981 and it needs 100,000
signatures in support of a government petition that has
been set up (to sign the petition go to:
http://epetitions.direct.go.uk/petitions/13085)
In the meantime we can all take care in the garden to help
these friendly little fellows:
Leave a corner of your garden wild to offer shelter,
protection and natural food for hedgehogs and other
wildlife
Avoid using pesticides and slug pellets
Provide a shallow dish of fresh water and food such as
chopped unsalted peanuts or meat based pet food
Check thoroughly for hedgehogs before strimming hedges
or mowing grass, turning over your compost heap, pulling
down your shed or lighting a bonfire
Keep pond and pool water levels topped up and, if
possible, provide a gently sloping edge as an escape for
hedgehogs. They like to swim but can get stranded if
there’s no way out.
Leave a hole in fences of newly constructed walls so that
hedgehogs can come and go
Most importantly, please don’t be tempted to take a
hedgehog from the wild. It may well have a dependent
young in a nest that without the adult will slowly starve to
death.
Hedgehog Street is an initiative that aims to empower
whole communities, encouraged by volunteer Hedgehog
Champions, to take small steps such as creating
hedgehog houses, keeping diaries, taking pictures and
hosting awareness-raising events to improve their
neighbourhood for hedgehogs. Information packs
available from: www.hedgehogstreet.org
Information taken from WI Life Issue 42 March 2012

The Clock is Back!
Thanks to the Heritage Lottery Fund and Keith Scobie
Young of the Cumbria Clock Company the church’s
seventeenth century clock mechanism has now been
restored and is looking very magnificent. It was returned to
the church this week. We now have to mount it on a stand
at the west end of the nave so that we can show visitors
how it works. Do go and have a look at it but please do not
touch it or any of the associated bits and pieces beside it.
We hope to have it up on its stand by Easter and then to
get a clock expert to come and tell us all about it. We will
also need him to train at least two people in the village on
how to demonstrate it for visitors. Volunteers please!

Fermor Chapel Works
As you will know from the church circular Alcocks also
expect to finish the work on the Fermor Chapel by Easter.
They have finished the replastering and now have to wait
a bit for it to dry before redecorating. The lighting has
already been installed. The result is going to be
magnificent. Please do not go into the Fermor Chapel till
the work is finished, but you can get a foretaste of the end
result by seeing the breathtaking effect of the new lighting
on the reredos behind the high altar. (The switches are
beside the doorway from the chancel into the Fermor
Chapel – please turn the lights off when you leave).
Once the chapel is finished it will be available for church
use, but we will also maintain a changing display of History
Project work there and use it for meetings etc.
We will discuss with the PCC holding some sort of event to
mark the end of the Fermor Chapel works. Watch this
space.
Your church now also has some magnificent new notice
boards on the south wall. These were made for us by
Brian Clare.

Heritage Lottery Fund
The work on the Fermor Chapel and the clock were the
two largest items in our successful bid to the Heritage
Lottery Fund. The bills will be coming in shortly, and we
will then need to give a report to the HLF in order to get
the second tranche of our grant. The report has been
drafted. There are no surprises, and we are more or less
on budget. As soon as we can prepare the accounts, we
will put all this up on the website too and hold a meeting of
the Financial Oversight Committee (Mary Hall-Craggs,
Peter Hawes and Tony Faint) to endorse (we hope!) the
report and account before we send them in to the HLF.

Heyford Park Resident Association News
After our AGM in February here is the full list of
committee members they can be reached by
emailing heyfordpark@btinternet.com.
Chairman – Jenny Luff
Vice Chair – Richard Henderson
Vice Chair – Paul Fortnam
Secretary – Sharon Keen
Treasurer – Jean Simons
Stephen Luff, Kate Henderson, Sarah Fortnam, John
Simons, Nuala Francis.
If anyone living at Heyford Park would like to be a
part of this team then please email us.
We meet every fortnight to discuss current and
forthcoming events.
We hold a monthly cash prize bingo, with combined
children’s bingo, Next session Sat 14th April, doors
open at the community centre at 6pm, eyes down at
6.30pm
We also monthly quiz nights at the community
centre, doors open at 6pm. The next Night is 28th
April.
We do an over 50’s event bi-monthly next get
together is 24th May at the community centre
11.30am – 1.30pm. A light lunch will be served for
£1.50. More information please contact Jean Simons
233374.
Date for your diaries our big Funday event will be
Saturday 4th Aug 2pm – 6pm.

St Mary’s Church, Upper Heyford
Tower lighting for February and March
6th February
7th February
8th February

10th February
14th February
16th February
18th February

9th March

14th March
16th March
24th March

Woodstock Partnership of Schools
Community Learning at the
Marlborough School, Woodstock
Our Community Education programme is now available. We
have put copies in libraries, shops, schools around the area but
if you still can’t find a copy please ring us and we will send you
one or alternatively, it is available to download on the
Marlborough School website www.marlborough.oxon.sch.uk.
Courses commencing in April 2012 are:
Early Bird Yoga Tuesday 7-8am spaces available to start now!
Acoustic Guitar for Improvers 7.15-8.15pm
Acoustic Guitar for Improvers 8.15-9.15pm
Badminton Monday, Wednesday or Thursday
Archery Monday or Thursday 8-9pm
Excel Spreadsheets and File Management Monday 7-8.30pm
Next Steps Computing Monday 4-6pm
Computing for the Terrified Wednesday 4-6pm
Watercolour Painting Tuesday 7.15-9.15pm
Life Drawing Wednesday 7.15-9.15pm
Spanish Beginners Wednesday 7.30-9.30pm
Family Sports Activities Saturdays 2-3pm
Golf for All Saturdays 12.30-1.30pm
On Saturday May 19 we are running the following workshops:
Stained Glass
How to make Roman blinds
Yoga (morning)
Back, Neck and Shoulder Massage (morning)
Hopi Ear Candles (afternoon)
The Art of Picture Making
Growing plants in containers
PC Maintenance

Please telephone 01993 813592 or email
comed.4560@marlborough.oxon.sch.uk.

25th March

In celebration of the 60th anniversary of
Queen Elizabeth II’s accession to the
throne.
In memory of the 4th anniversary of the
death of David Olufsen. ‘Sail with care.’
With love from his daughter, Michelle.
In memory of Pam Nachen who died 24th
January, 2012, in U.S.A. ‘Lighting your way
to heaven, dear sister–in-law, God bless
you, all our love, Jean (Beasley) and family.’
In celebration of the birthdays of Ann Woski
and Jacqui Dynes by Mary and Jack
Goodman.
In memory of those who fell in the Burmese
Campaign of WW II by Joan Warner.
In celebration of the birthdays of Aisling and
Eleanor Dynes by Mary and Jack Goodman,
their grandparents.
In celebration of the birthday of the late
Matthew James by Maureen and Peter
James.
In celebration of the 8th birthday of Macay
Rivers. ‘With Love from Mum Dad and sister,
Isla.’
In celebration of Michael Hardcastle’s
birthday. ‘With love from Margaret .’
In memory of the late Mrs Sarah Brain who
passed away 40 years ago today. ‘Lots of
love from her daughter, Ann.’
In memory of Matthew James who died in
1973. ‘From Mum, Dad, Paul, Debbie and
little Grace, with love.’
In celebration of the late Clifford Jones. ‘Lots
of love, Gwen, Anita and Roy.’
In memory of the late Derek Bunce,
who died on 25 March 2011
‘Love from all the family.’

The Warreners, Upper Heyford
It is now a year since the committee took over the running
of the club, and it has all worked very well with a most
interesting and successful year. So well done to everyone
involved.
At the next meeting on April 11th we have a speaker, Jan
Warner, who will be telling us about Infantalia (childcare in
the past).
Our May meeting will be bingo and social, and of course
at all our meetings we enjoy a friendly chat and jolly nice
refreshments, so if you are over 55 why not come along,
you will be made most welcome.
Our meetings are held in Upper Heyford Village Hall on
the second Wednesday of the month starting at 2pm.

Cream Teas
Upper Heyford Reading Room
Every other Sunday 2-4pm on:
24th June, 8th and 22nd July
5th and 19th August

LOWER HEYFORD NEWS
Lower Heyford Playing Field
*TO ALL DOG OWNERS*

LOWER HEYFORD
& CAULCOTT
MAY DAY CELEBRATION
SATURDAY 5 TH MAY 2012
MORRIS DANCERS BOOK STALL RAFFLE
DOG SHOW
KID’S RACES WET SPONGE STOCKS
SCALEXTRIC BOTTLE STALL
FIRE ENGINE BEAT THE GOALIE
BOUNCY CASTLE ROUNDABOUT
AFTERNOON TEAS
BBQ
LICENSED BAR
Lots of other activities, stalls and
entertainment

As dog fouling continues to be a
problem in Lower Heyford playing
field all dogs are to be kept on a
leads.
This is to ensure that owners
see their dogs at all times and
pick up after their dogs, as this
recreational field, where children
adults play, there should be no
mess at all.

can
can
is a
and
dog

If this is not adhered to, the dog warden will be involved
again to get dogs banned from the playing field.
This is a recreational field where sports and village events
take place and should not be a toilet for dogs.
Many thanks, Heyford Sport and Social Club

LOWER HEYFORD SPORTS FIELD
PARADE 1 pm THROUGH THE VILLAGE
FETE 2 -5 pm

Treasure Hunt

A fun packed afternoon for the whole family

LOWER HEYFORD
Sunday 22 April from 2pm
It will start off in the playing field
and conclude at the Sports and Social club
with prizes and a cake sale.
All proceeds to the playground fund.
It should be a fun afternoon!

LOWER HEYFORD WEBSITE
Lower Heyford’s website is currently under reconstruction and input is required from local
organisations and businesses.
If you would like your business or organisation to be
included on the website, please email the Parish Clerk,
Cathy Fleet at clerk@heyford.info with as much detail
as possible.

Heyfords WI
March is the time for the AGM of the WI
when officers are appointed for the
ensuing year.
Lynne Humberstone is the new president
Elizabeth Dale treasurer
Debra Kaatz secretary
Grateful thanks were accorded to Janet Lawrance, who has
served two terms as president, Denise Ball who is a past
secretary & treasurer and Sally Anne Mildenhall a
committee member for several years.
At our next meeting on April 18th there will be an interesting
talk by a local journalist, John Chipperfield, entitled My Life
as a Journalist
The WI meets on the third Wednesday of each month in
Upper Reading Room starting at 7.30pm. Visitors will be
made most welcome.

UPPER HEYFORD NEWS
The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
Parish Celebrations
Monday 4th June 2012
The Parish Council would like to participate in the nationwide
celebrations to mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. Across the
country beacons will be lit on the evening of 4th June in honour of
her 60 year reign. The PCC is planning a special church service
and will light up the church and unveil a plaque. The Parish
Council is proposing a Bonfire Beacon to mark the occasion, and
this will feature in a Diamond Jubilee commemorative book.
How do you think we should celebrate in Upper Heyford?
A Bonfire Beacon and pig roast on Heyford Park after the church
service - on a spot exactly between the two communities of
Heyford Park and Heyford village.
A Bonfire Beacon and pig roast at the Village Hall – a closer
location to the church.
Nothing at all – I’m not interested.
Please could you email or phone Alison Graham on 233696 or
alison_a_graham@hotmail.com with your preferred choice and
any feedback as soon as possible?
It’s up to you! The more people who are interested in
participating; the better we can make the occasion.
Thank you for your help.
Alison Graham
Parish Council

The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
A photographic display
The Queen may not have visited us during her 60 years of reign
but we certainly have plenty to look back on, both happy and sad.
As part of the Jubilee celebrations a photographic archive of the
last 60 years of the parish will be on display.
Can you help?
Do you have photographs of people, school, church, parish
events, social gatherings etc that could be copied for the display?
It would be especially pleasing to have as many pictures as
possible of those parishioners we remember with affection though
sadly no longer with us.
All photos can be copied and returned immediately to their owner
and if requested ownership acknowledged in the display.
Please contact Mary Goodman or Ian Lough-Scott if you are able
to help.

George Golder sadly passed away on 17th March
George was born in Upper Heyford on 14th June 1926, he was
the son of Albert & Annie Golder of Bunny Row, brother to Doris
Urbas and Mary Greaves. He lived at Fritwell for a while then
moved to Southport, Lancashire, where he was in charge of all
the electrics at Speke airport.
He leaves a widow and two sons. Always a pal of Jack Hudson,
they shared many happy hours together in the village, and in the
Boy Scouts at Steeple Aston.
George (Jack) Hudson

St Mary’s Chucrh
Thank you for all the support!
St Mary’s Upper Heyford PCC continues to be
grateful for all the help St Mary’s receives from all
our church-goers, friends and other local
supporters. We are feeling very optimistic about
the future. The Harvest Festival collection was just
under £200 and at Midnight Mass we collected
£140, both of these collections being the largest
since our current records began in 1984! In
February we also received a generous donation to
church funds from Agrivert.
We are still trying to press on with repairing the
roof. The estimated cost is just under £24,000. We
have submitted a grant application to Viridor
Credits for £17000 (certain items are not covered)
and we will let you know how we get on. We are
receiving generous contributions from the Parish
Council and Oxford Historic Churches trust but
there is still a short-fall which has to met from our
general fund raising.
Sadly, though, things never seem to be
straightforward. Cherwell DC insisted on a bat
survey, costing over £300, and we may have to
have a second visit which will cost in the region of
£1000. More about our bat problems in a separate
article in this issue.
Despite set-backs we are keen to keep a forward
momentum as there is still much more to be done.
Nick Alcraft, Ian Lough-Scott, Bob Beere and
Andrew Gotch are currently researching costings
(capital/running/maintenance costs) for everything
else that may need doing. They will be looking at
options for things such as heating, organ, bells,
tower stonework, crack in wall, water and toilet/
kitchen. I know that a lot of you will have strong
views on this so we would welcome your
suggestions/comments.
So we continue to be confronted with yet more
expenditure just to get the church up to scratch –
never mind maintaining and running it. Although
we will do our best to raise as much money as we
can from grant applications they will not cover all
our costs. Your continued support through church
collections, local society clubs and other fund
raising initiatives, such as the John Donne evening
which is currently being advertised by the Friends,
is so essential. Your efforts and contributions are
much valued and appreciated. Alison Cotter

UPPER HEYFORD PARISH COUNCIL
THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Thursday 10th May at 7pm
Venue to be confirmed
The minutes of the 2011 APM will be distributed
together with the agenda for this year’s APM prior
to the meeting. If you have a topic you would like
included on the agenda please contact the parish
clerk.
Jack Goodman, Parish Clerk
jackgoodman61@gmail.com

Bats in the Belfry – or just bats?
by Vespertilio
As mentioned in the PCC’s
report of the funding application,
poor old St Mary’s Upper
Heyford has to suffer the
depredations of the weather for
another several months. The
reason? One purported bat dropping and a dead
peacock butterfly. The immediate conclusion is that
there might be a bat roost there (not that there are any
bats there at the moment, we’re told). Having watched
David Attenborough wading through piles of bat guano
in real roosts I should have thought that any sensible
person would doubt that a single, presumably elderly,
bat dropping evidenced the presence of a roost; but
then I’m not an expert.
The “evidence” was found in the tower (2x butterfly
wings, ie one butterfly) where no work will be done
anyway, and in the chancel (1x bat dropping). Now I
am not perhaps a fully paid up countryman although I
have lived in small Oxfordshire villages pretty
consistently since I was 6, but I don’t recall many
peacock butterflies flying in the dusk when the bats are
about. Neither have I noticed many bats flying in broad
daylight when the butterflies are about. But butterflies
might perhaps fly into church towers; they might die
there. How many of us have found, as I have, peacock
butterflies, live, comatose and dead, in our houses,
sheds and outbuildings late in the season? If a butterfly
dies then usually the wings remain after the body
decays naturally. So why the presumption that it’s a
bat take-away? Doubtless only an expert can see the
signs.
So, on top of the £300 + VAT that the bat survey cost,
we are faced with a further bill for £1,000 + VAT to have
a sharp-eyed expert sit down by the Church for two
dusky evenings in May and see, against a background
of trees, whether a bat pops out of it – and whether it
actually pops out of the chancel rather than the belfry or
any other of the myriad farm buildings and other
suitable roosts nearby – and moreover see what
species it might be. Let’s hope he has the visual acuity
of an eagle, the observational powers of hundred-eyed
Argos, and is fleet enough of foot to cover all sides of
the chancel at all times as the bats twist by faster than
the eye can follow. But presumably that’s what real bat
expertise means.
Of course if a relevant bat is spotted we will then be
faced with additional cost in re-roofing the chancel to
accommodate its needs, modifications which will of
course require further expensive expert assistance.
However, since an expert is involved we can be certain
we’ll get an accurate report, rather than a hopeful
guess because he saw a bat nearby.
Nearer the time we might ask for a volunteer or two to
sit with the bat expert and help him spot the bats.
Meanwhile I’m off to join the no doubt lengthy queue for
training to be a bat expert. Perhaps I’ll be able to retire
a bit sooner that way.
Andrew Gotch

British Red Cross Collection week 6 - 12 May
We have been responsible for the collection in Upper
Heyford village for the last decade or more and would
like someone else to take on the task.
Any offers please?
Veronica & Ian Lough-Scott

FILM NIGHT - Part 2

Venue - Reading Room
Date - 13th April 2012.
Start - 7.45 pm.
Film - El Dorado (1967) - PG
A fun western with John Wayne, Robert Mitchum
James Caan and Charlene Holt.
A reviewer on a certain Book / DVD selling website that
begins with the letter A, describes it far better than I
could -`This is an extremely enjoyable and funny film hilarious in parts - with some great oneliners and a
couple of running jokes involving Caan. All the main
characters spark well off each other...Wayne, Mitchum,
Hunnicut and Caan (who does well to hold his own as a
relative newcomer on the same set as Wayne and
Mitchum) are all on excellent form with Mitchum in
particular, looking as if he was made for the part. Works
for me every time....great fun!'
There will be a raffle (£2 per ticket) with the chance to
win the DVD, cinema style snacks and refreshments.
Please contact Craig Lord - Heyford Galleries (High St,
Upper Heyford), e-mail craig.lord@btinternet.com,
mob: 07764992107, to confirm a seat if you wish to
attend.

Leslie Larner
Leslie, born in Upper Heyford 72 years ago, passed away in
the intensive care unit at the Churchill Hospital on 7th
February.
Leslie was in the army for 7 years serving in Cyprus with the
Oxford & Bucks, and later with the Royal Green Jackets.
On leaving the services he worked at Shipton Cement
works, and later on at the Glympton Estate until retirement.
Les married Geraldine Kilby from Wootton who died 7 years
ago. They are survived by a son and a daughter.
Les was brother to Elsie Hudson, sadly she has now lost a
sister and brother in less that 12 months.
George (Jack) Hudson

April 6th & May 4th 7.30 pm
Upper Heyford Village Hall
All money prizes & good raffle
Proceeds in aid of the church fabric fund

COARSE GARDENING.
The bumble bees came out in February. I watched one the
size of a small walnut trying to get into a snowdrop - it looked
like Pooh Bear inserting his head into a jar of honey. The
snowdrop came off worse. A bit later on, the honey bees were
busy duffing up my crocuses and then both sorts were
ravaging the pussy willows, which exploded into golden
puffballs early in March this year. Bees, of course, are getting
scarcer. Several species of bumble bees have gone extinct in
recent years, and honey bees have had to withstand viruses
carried by the varroa mite and the mysterious ‘hive
death’. Not only that, but bees seem to be more susceptible to
disease than they were. This is a serious issue, because bees
and other pollinating insects are essential for our food supply.
It is obvious that, without bees, there would be no apples or
pears. Or strawberries, black currants and raspberries. Think
a bit, and you would add peas and beans to the list. What is
less obvious, is that without pollinators, all of the vegetables
and salads that you grow from seeds - which must be
pollinated to be fertile - apart from sweetcorn, would die
out . Carrots, parsnips, cabbages, pulses, tomatoes,
cucurbits... Forget your five a day - forget the lot. Bees don’t
just produce honey - they feed us. Without them, we would
have to live on potatoes and grain.
Sarah Raven has been on about this in a series of TV
programmes where she has been trying to persuade farmers
and municipal corporations to grow wild flowers and other
plants which attract and feed pollinating insects. One of the
key point she made was that modern farming methods
produce vast monoculture prairies where there is precious little
food for bees, or, if there is, as in the case of oilseed rape, it is
all of one kind, which is not good for bees, any more than
living on nothing but Jaffa Cakes would be good for us. Bees
(I am now using the name as shorthand for all pollinating
insects) need a wide variety of nectar and pollen from a
diverse selection of flowers to remain healthy, especially in
respect of their immune systems. This is where we gardeners,
particularly we of a coarser, less pernickety or specialist
disposition, can be of a real and important help. All we have
to do is to grow the simple, single, open-faced flowers that
bees require.
If you watch bees in your garden you will quickly see that they
visit four main categories of flowers - daisy-like ones, such as
single dahlias, asters and sunflowers; vase or bell-shaped
ones, including all of the campanulas, nasturtiums and
crocuses; pouch or pocket shapes, that bees can crawl into,
such as foxgloves, snapdragons and all the pea family; and
plants with innumerable tiny flowers, each of which is like a
wine-glass for insects - buddleia, lavender, and - the one
which is always alive with bees and butterflies in my garden catmint. (The pouch-shaped flowers of the Indian Balsam,
that stinky thing which is invading the riverbanks of much of
the country, are so effective at attracting bumble bees, which
get halfway inside them, that children in the West Country
have renamed it ‘bee bums’).
So Sarah Raven’s message, which I heartily endorse, is stop
growing double flowers, whose nectaries and pollen-producing
anthers have been modified into extra petals. They provide no
food for pollinators and attract only humans. Try to get simple,
single-flowered plants - though you’ll have your work cut out in
some cases: dahlias, for instance - almost all of those for sale
in garden centres are doubles or pompoms or quills, of no
interest to bees and are only fit for homes for earwigs (except
for the Bishop of Llandaff and his various illegitimate
offspring). Similarly, all too many bedding plants have been
got at by the plant breeders and are dwarfed and doubled

out of all recognition. Many resemble little washing-up
mops dipped in day-glo dye. Let’s ignore them and all
try to feed the bees instead. If you have a row of beans,
put a strip of single pot marigolds alongside them, or
some other easy annual to bring the pollinators
in. Nasturtiums among your marrows; cosmos next to
the raspberries; get the kids to grow those small,
multicoloured sunflowers. Put in a patch of annual
wildflower mix in an odd corner somewhere.
The most boring thing you can do when writing an
article like this is to produce lists. Nothing duller than
wading through lists. So here they are. It had to
happen. Still, you might spot something you wouldn’t
otherwise have thought of. All flowers must be single,
remember.
Daisy-type. Sunflower, marigold, Michaelmas daisy,
gaillardias, Coltness hybrid dahlias, annual asters,
hardy chrysanthemums, heleniums, scabious (very
good!), rudbeckias, single tagetes if available.
Vase or bowl-shaped. Poppy (v.g.), hollyhock and other
mallows (also v.g.), apple and pear blossom (inc.
Japonica quince), marrows and all other squashes,
hellebores, cranesbills, single paeonies, crocus,
snowdrop.
Pocket or pouch-shaped. Foxglove, deadnettles and all
other labiates, all the pea family (inc. lupins, which are
v.g.), nasturtium, bell flowers such as Canterbury Bells,
balsams.
Wine-gasses. Lavender, verbena, sedum, catmint,
heathers; culinary herbs, inc. all mints, hardy sages,
rosemary, chives and esp. marjoram; bedding lobelia
and alyssum, any cirsums or other thistles, cornflowers,
achillea, golden rod, valerian. All excellent.
I am sure you can think of many more. I can - and will,
unless you see me first and head for the hills.

Keep digging.
There’ll be victory one day.

Roger Burt.

April
Comes from the Roman word Aperilis
which means to open or display
The Gaelic name, ‘Ceitein Na H-Oinsich’ means the
cuckoo’s may or fool’s may.
The Anglo Saxon named it Estramonath or the month
of the Goddess Eostra
It is in April that the earth begins to bring forth the first
fruits of the season. It is a month full of violets,
wallflowers, cowslips, lilies, rosemary, honeysuckle,
cherry, plum, lilac and white thorn flowers and
blossoms. Pansies are out in full flower. They are called
heartease or live-in-idleness and were used to cure an
ailing heart.
Debra Kaatz

PRO TEM ADVERT

Call today on
01295 722815
info@roofspaceplus.com

Roof Space Plus
Innovations in your roof
Affordable simple storage solutions
using your existing loft space
Affordable starting from £1000
Easy to use
Clean dustproof storage
Safe to use

We also offer Velux windows & skylights
www.roofspaceplus.com
Mill, Bloxham, Oxon

Bloxham

SONIT
ELECTRICAL
SERVICES
Shellac The 14 Day Manicure has
arrived at last!
On / off like a polish, lasts for 14 days
and zero dry time!!

Available at The Beauty Room
Lisa: 07971 096135
poshpedicures@hotmail.co.uk

Snowdrop Paddock Mill Lane Upper Heyford Bicester Oxon
INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL DOMESTIC
OVER 30YEARS EXPERIENCE
New Installations
Full/Part Rewires

Outdoor Security Lighting
Maintenance and Repairs

ALL WORK CARRIED OUT TO IEE REGULATIONS BS7671
All work guaranteed
Free quotation with no obligation

Tel: 01869 232272
Mob:07802 544509 Mob: 07742 601516

Cuts & Colours
by Carolle, Mobile Hairstylist
Friendly Local Qualified Hairdresser offering the following services in the comfort of your own
home
Ladies Cut
£10.00
Gents Cut
£7.00
(with optional blow-dry)
£15.00
Childrens Cuts from £5.00
Highlights/Lowlights from
£30.00
Colour Tint
£22.00
Regrowth coverage
£18.00
Semi-Permanent Colour
£15.00
For enquiries or an appointment please telephone Carolle : 07954 053019

Please support your small local businesses
Do you use Bottled Gas?
Distributor / Dealer FloGas
Bottled Gas for all your gas
requirements – local supplier
Central heating
Mobile Heaters
Patio heaters
Barbecues
Cookers & hobs
For more information or to
arrange a delivery please call
now on 01869 232048

Traditional Chimney
Sweep

LOCAL HANDYMAN
is available for the following:
•
Property maintenance
including stonework,
brickwork, wall repairs,
repointing, & timber
treatment
•
Lathe turning woodwork
•
Gardening
•
Pest control
Please contact Andrew Grimmett
on 232559

R PINKER CARPENTRY
Local tradesman

DOORS LAMINATE FLOORING
KITCHEN CABINETS ETC
Tel: 01869 249300
Mob: 0773 2312277

Modern Pilates

6 week courses in
North
Oxfordshire:

STAPLES BUILDING
52 East Street, Fritwell, OX27 7QF
General Builders
Alterations

Mon Kidlington –
7pm & 8pm

Refurbishments
Extensions

Tues
Tues
Wed
Sun

Robert S Williams
Tel: 07964 709560

Somerton – 6.30pm
Middleton Stoney – 8pm
Chesterton – 6.30pm & 7.30pm
Middleton Stoney – 9.30am

£48 for a 6 week programme, to book a
place:
please call Terri on 01869 351080 or
07970 816979
terri@timetoreflect.net or visit
www.timetoreflect.co.uk

BSM
the Best Start in Motoring

Julie Cole ADI: 300185

New Build
Specialist in conservation work
Planning service/Warranty Scheme
For advice & estimates phone:
Tim Staples Tel/Fax 01869 345592
Mobile: 0705 0011371
Email: staplesbuilding@talktalk.net

KEN THE PAINTER
Domestic & Commercial
Internal & External
All Aspects of Painting and
Decorating Undertaken
Free Quotations

Your local BSM
Instructor

20 Years Experience

078660 67497

Tel:01869 345507
Mob: 0794 1626984

www.bsm.co.uk

5a The Lane, Fritwell, OX27 7QW

JOHN HINE & COMPANY
Chartered Accountants
FOR A NO NONSENCE APPROACH
FOR THE SELF EMPLOYED
AND LIMITED COMPANIES
Self-assessment tax returns
Financial control, including budgets, forecasts
and management accounts
Bookkeeping, payroll and VAT
Purchase and sale of businesses
Business and tax planning
Raising finance
Limited companies formed - Turnarounds

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
IN INDUSTRY
For a complete service telephone

01869 350272
Kirtlington, Oxford – easy parking

NO POMP

NO FUSS

NO JARGON

FURNITUREMAKER

James Smith
Bespoke furniture designed
and made to order.
From design through to installation,
fitted or freestanding.
Contact James to discuss your ideas
and receive a free quotation
JAMES@JAMESSMITHFURNITURE.CO.UK
Tel: 01296 730851
Mobile: 07921 672160

YOUR OUTSTANDING AWARD
WINNING RESTAURANT

Bengal Spice Restaurant
&
Take Away
Authentic Bengali Cuisine
Fully Licensed
Air-Conditioned

New Street (High Street)
Deddington, OX15 0SP
Open 7 days a week including
Bank Holidays
On A4260 between Kidlington and Banbury

Tel: 01869 337733/337799
www.bengalspice-restaurant.com

White Hills Surgery, Sibford Road, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxon OX15 5DG
FOR ALL YOUR VETERINARY NEEDS
Equine, Farm & Accounts Departments Tel: 01608 730085
Small Animal Appointments & Enquiries Tel: 01608 730501, Fax: 01608 730439
Branch Surgeries:
Spendlove Centre, Enstone Road, Charlbury Tel: 01608 811250
Heritage House, St Thomas Street, Deddington Tel: 01869 337732

www.hooknortonvets.co.uk

Alison Graham MAR
Member of the Association of Reflexologists
Alison is a highly qualified and experienced mobile
reflexologist
Balance and harmonise your body with a natural and
relaxing therapy
Reflexology may help:
Stress and sleep disorders
Hormonal imbalances
Digestive complaints – IBS etc
Provide relief from chronic conditions such as MS
Or just have time out to relax and unwind!
Alison is a specialist pregnancy reflexologist
and works with clients at any stage of a pregnancy
Indian head massage and gift vouchers also available

Contact Alison on:
01869 233696 or 07775 507412

LT
D

TOBIN JONES PROPERTY is a family run business
with over 25 years specialist letting and
management experience in the area.
With a staff of over twenty, we are small enough
to be flexible but large enough to manage the
biggest tasks effectively.
WE URGENTLY REQUIRE MORE
RENTAL PROPERTY FOR OUR
AWAITING, REGISTERED TENANTS!
If you are thinking about letting your
property, or need to find a tenant quickly
contact us today for free valuation.

WE OFFER A RANGE OF SERVICES FROM TENANT
LOCATION TO FULL LETTING & MANAGEMENT

FOR A LIMITED
TIME ONLY WE
ARE OFFERING
OUR FANTASTIC
LETTING AND
MANAGEMENT
SERVICE AT 9.75%

WWW.TOBINJONES.COM
Pevensey House, 27 Sheep Street, Bicester OX26 6JF T: 01869 248254 F: 01869 253394
E: info@tobinjones.com

