




UPPER HEYFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Jack Goodman Jr, Lt Col, USAF (Ret), Clerk to the Council,

Hillside Cottage, High Street, Upper Heyford, Bicester, OX25 5LE

Telephone: 07791-399823, Email: jackgoodman61@gmail.com
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting

17 October 2013
Present: Chairman; Lt. Gen. RC Menzies, , Councillors Jo Allen, Roger Burt, Pete James, Carole Gother, Chris Scarrott and Parish Clerk Jack Goodman Jr 
1) Apologies for Absence: None
2) Code of Conduct: The Chairman reminded Councillors of the code of conduct requirements under the Localism Act of 2011.
3) Public Forum: Tim Bigelow representing Heyford Park Resident’s Association, Ms Marilyn Brown and Mr Ben Carrick representing the Heyford Park Community Housing Project and four further Parishioners were present.
4) Consideration of Dispensations: No requests for dispensations were tabled. 
5) Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the 12 September2013 meeting were approved by the Council as a true record and signed by the Chairman and Clerk.
6) Community Housing Presentation: Marilyn Brown, the organiser of the Heyford Park Community Housing project briefed that they are proposing to buy the existing houses at Heyford Park collectively and retain them for rental by residents. She pointed out there are many at Heyford Park who would like to continue renting with some long term security. A Community Housing Association would raise funds to buy the houses and then manage them as rental properties with the members of the Association being the joint owners and managers. They will first of all need Dorchester to agree in principle to selling the houses to the Association. Then formal registration of the Association and securing of funding will be progressed. Marilyn estimates that upwards of £25,000 will be needed for start up funding, although there are many highly skilled volunteers who could reduce the start up costs. The major hurdle will then be securing loan funding to purchase the properties. The Chairman thanked Ms Brown for the excellent presentation and directed that the project be tracked as a Parish Council agenda item.
7) Standing Agenda Items:

a) Public Liability Review: The Parish Council Hazard Log was reviewed and agreed. A damaged Police Speed Check sign on Camp Road was added to the log. Bonfire night requirements were reviewed and confirmed as adequate.
b) Village Hall Project: Cllr Allen briefed that final preparations are being made for installing acoustic tiles in the Hall; confirmation of the load bearing capacity of the ceiling is the last step. J Goodman confirmed that the last payment utilising the Viridor grant has been made, for the Pavilion Doors. The total cost of those doors was £1,465 ex vat. The last £995 from the Viridor fund will be topped up by Football Club to cover the purchase. The entire project for the Village Hall renovation was therefore, about £470 overspent from a budget of £52,400, and finished to a higher specification than originally planned. The Parish Council congratulated the Village Hall Project Management Committee for their excellent execution of the project. 
c) Amenities Management Committee: The Amenities Committee did not meet during this meeting cycle, nothing to report. 
d) Registration of Village Green: The Clerk reported that all necessary documentation for the registration is now with Oxfordshire County Council. They have requested a 1/2500 OS map from the Council delineating precisely what area the Council will want registered as a green The Clerk will prepare the map for approval at next Parish Council meeting. The Chairman, on behalf of the Council, thanked the Clerk for his efforts in obtaining the necessary documentation for the registration. 
8) Matters Arising: 
a) Control of Dog’s and Related Correspondence: The Chairman reviewed the correspondence received from members of the Village discussing where leads should be required and where “poo bins” should be located. The Chairman thanked those who responded for their excellent suggestions. The Council concluded that a Dog Control Order should be enacted requiring dogs to be on leads throughout the Village including on the Village Green. The recreation field will be exempt from this order. Unless already covered by Cherwell District Council, the Dog Control Order will also make dog fouling an offense punishable by fine. The Council considered where poo bins should be placed based on the suggestions from Villagers. The decision was taken to progress citing of bins at the junction of High Street and School Lane, at the top of Orchard Lane and at the corner of Mill Lane and Allen’s Lane. Further sites will be considered should the need become apparent. The Clerk was instructed to liaise with affected residents on the proposed locations. The Clerk was also instructed to begin the consultation process to enact Dog Control Orders.
b) Community Governance Review: The Chairman summarised a meeting he and the Clerk attended at the request of Elections Unit at Cherwell District Council (CDC). The decision to keep Upper Heyford as a single Parish was reviewed and a programme to progress towards splitting Upper Heyford into two Parishes was briefed. CDC will put in place an extensive fact finding and consultation process with a view to ascertaining the views of Parishioners based on a full understanding of the facts. The aim is to circulate a survey to all residents followed by a public meeting during the summer of 2014. The Chairman requested that Cllr Gother act as the Council’s liaison between CDC, Heyford Park Residents Association and the Council. Cllr Gother agreed. 
c) Registration of Heritage Assets: The Clerk reported this initiative is still on going
d) Orchard Place Landscaping: The Clerk reported on discussions with Orchard Place residents about landscaping of the common ground at the South end of Orchard Place. The Clerk, along with Cllrs James and Scarrott met with the residents to agree the programme. The residents would like three things done:
i) Trimming of the tall hedge forming the southern boundary
ii) Trimming of shrubbery
iii) Felling of a number of trees

The Council agreed to these requests subject to planning approval and consideration of quotes. Mr Ron Varney has agreed to trim the tall hedge. Cllr James will now make the formal request. The Clerk received a quote from Mr Denver Summerling, who has the contract for mowing this area, to cut back the shrubbery for £60. The Council accepted this quote and instructed the Clerk. The Clerk reported that felling of trees require CDC approval. The trees to be felled need to be identified on a schematic drawing showing their location and identifying the type of tree. Residents Mrs Cooper and Mr Daft agreed to produce this schematic. When received, the Clerk will submit the application.
e) High Street Hedge: A second quote for the cutting back of the High Street Hedge has been received. IJH Agricultural Contracting of Chipping Norton quoted £550.00 for the work. This quote is considerably cheaper than that previously received. The Council accepted this quote and instructed the Clerk to begin discussions to formalise the contract. The Chairman agreed to consult with the residents of Bunny Row and obtain their concurrence on the work to be done.
f) Around the Fountain Funding: The Clerk reported that the Amenities Management Committee (AMC) has agreed to finance publication of “Around the Fountain” from the Community Fund. This will be ratified and actioned at the next AMC meeting
9) Finance: 
a) The Clerk briefed expenditure and receipts and account balances for the period and circulated copies of the accounts. 
b) The Clerk presented a briefing paper and outline of projects waiting funding. Funding is projected to be available for a portion of the projects, however, funding them all will require a drawdown of reserves. The Council also noted that the provision of poo bins and new mowing equipment would need to be added to the list. The Council agreed to review and approve projects on an on-going basis as the year progresses and the outturn picture becomes clearer. Major projects include:
i) Repair of Reading Room Roof - £1,000: hold in abeyance 

ii) Bulletin Board for Reading Room - £700: hold in abeyance

iii) Landscape equipment, rider mower and strimmer - £2000: quotes being obtained

iv) Felling of Orchard Place Trees - £300 estimate: submit planning application

v) Repair of church wall - £5,000: Plan on incremental work, P James to acquire second quote

Funding for trimming Orchard Place shrubbery, grant aid to St Mary’s Church and purchase of poo bins is agreed and minuted herein. 
10) New Business:
a) The Clerk requested permission to submit a grant request to Viridor for a new patio at the Village Hall, and requested that the Parish Council underwrite the co-pay that will be required, 10% of the value of the grant. The Council agreed to cover the 10% funding requirement either directly or through the Community Fund.

11) Correspondence:
a) St Mary’s Church Viridor Grant Request: The Parochial Council (PCC) for St Marys has requested funds from the Parish Council to cover the 10% outside funding requirement for their £52,900.00 grant. The Council agreed to approve retention by the PCC of previous unused Council grant of £1,500, and to provide an additional £500 for the project
12) Planning Applications:  The Planning Application Log entries covering the period since the last meeting was reviewed. Action on the applications was ratified. 
13)  Any Other Business:
a) Joan Rhodes: The Council noted with sadness the passing away of Mrs Rhodes. The Clerk reported that at her funeral, it was announced that she had left a portion of her estate to the Reading Room. No further information is available at this time. 
b) Viridor Committee: Cllr Gother reported that a Committee meeting has been held but that she was unfortunately unable to attend. The next Viridor Committee meeting is on 4 December. 
c) High Street Access: Cllr James reported that there have been parking obstructions near the top of High Street that would have precluded emergency vehicles getting through. The Clerk was instructed to get in touch with PC Brown.
d) Landscaping Equipment: Cllr James reported that the Council’s rider mower and strimme are in very poor condition and beyond repair. The Council asked Cllr James to obtain quotes for replacement equipment. 
14) Date of next meetings:  12 September 2013
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:20 PM

Approved 21 Nov 13

