




UPPER HEYFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Jack Goodman Jr, Lt Col, USAF (Ret), Clerk to the Council,

Hillside Cottage, High Street, Upper Heyford, Bicester OX25 5LE

Telephone: 01869 232722, Email: jackgoodman61@gmail.com
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting

18 April 2013
Present: Chairman; Lt. Gen. RC Menzies, Councillors: Jo Allen, Chris Scarrott, Pete James and Parish Clerk Jack Goodman.  
Apologies for Absence: None
Code of Conduct: The Chairman reminded Councillors of the code of conduct requirements under the Localism Act of 2011.
Public Forum: Mr T Bigelow, Mrs Carole Gother and Ms Angela Ford attended representing the Heyford Park Residents Association. Mr Bigelow was invited to comment and briefed the Residents Association Meeting the evening previous. He requested that the Parish Council assist in getting the speed signs in Heyford Park housing estate replaced. Currently there are different speeds displayed, all should be 20 MPH. The Chairman asked Mr Bigelow to talk to Dorchester Group to see exactly what help might be acceptable from the Parish Council. Mr Bigelow asked for advice concerning signage and sanctions for dog owners, the Clerk suggested that the first point of contact for advice in this regard should be the Cherwell Dog Warden.
Consideration of Dispensations: No requests for dispensations were tabled. 
Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the 21 March 2013 Council Meeting were approved by the Council as a true record and signed by the Chairman and Clerk
1) Matters Arising: 
a) Community Governance Review: The Clerk briefed that the final consultation documents is to be released any day now but that the document is now available to review on line. The deadline date for final consultation submissions  has been moved to 7 June. The Chairman re-iterated that the Parish position remained that the Parish should be split into two Parishes.
b) Village Hall Project:  Cllr Allen briefed that the new entrance doors have been installed. Work remains to tile the entrance foyer and to install acoustic tiling. The Council agreed to accept an offer from a Parishioner to donate a piano to the Village Hall with a commitment from the Parishioner to maintain the piano on behalf of the Community. Cllr Allen pointed out that there is an improving trend in bookings for the Village Hall.

c) Diamond Jubilee Memorial: The Clerk briefed that the Bulletin Board for the Village Hall has been ordered. The Council decided that a dedication plaque will be sourced separately. .
d) Public Liability Review:  The Chairman briefed that he and the Clerk still need to devise a hazard logging and tracking form for the Parish. Regarding the blocked drains crossing the canal road, Cllr Scarrott reported that he and his brother have cleared the drain. He pointed out that there is an old manhole cover on the roadside that should be re-instated. The Clerk agreed to pursue this with Highway Department or Thames Water. The Yield sign at the bottom of Camp Road has fallen down and needs replacing. NB: The Clerk reported this item on 1 May 2013
e) Registration of Village Green: The Clerk briefed that the Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) Solicitor did not accept the documents showing the sale of the disputed portion of the Green as proof of purchase. The Council instructed the Clerk to proceed with registration of the undisputed portion of the Green and concurrently continue to research the history of the disputed section.  .
f) New Bank Account: The Clerk explained the new account options and application process. The application form was passed to the Chairman to fill in his portion. The form will then be passed to Cllr Allen as the second signatory and then back to the Clerk for further processing. 
g) Vacant Council Seat: The Chairman reported that there has been one applicant to date. The Council agreed to extend the application period until Monday, 22 April.

h) Appointment of Allotment Trustee: The Chairman reported that Mr Kevin Allen has agreed to continue as a Poors Allotment Trustee. The Council confirmed Mr Allen’s appointment for a period of three years. 
i) Cemetery Contract: The Clerk confirmed that a contract has been let to Mr Keith Probbitts for 15 cuts of the Upper Heyford Cemetery between April and November at the cost of £130 per cut.

j) Parishioners Letter, High Street Verge: The Clerk reported that the issue had been resolved between the two Parishioners with the agreement that no further action was necessary. The Council disagreed and instructed the Clerk to notify the Parishioner concerned that the verge in question needs to be cleaned up. 

k) Ramblers Association Letter: The Clerk briefed that he has taken no action on this item as yet. 
2) Amenities Management Committee (AMC) Report:  The Report of the AMC was briefed by its Chairman, Cllr Allen, and  accepted . The Parish Council Chairman suggested that Simon van Zwanenberg, the Parish webmaster, liaise with the Heyford Park Residents Association on content for the website. The Clerk will pass the suggestion to the AMC
3) Finance: The Clerk briefed expenditure and receipts for the period and briefed the end of fiscal year closeout position. The accounts are with the Council’s Internal Auditor at the moment and will need to be approved by the Council at the Annual Parish Council Meeting on 9 May. Copies of the transactions and end of year position were given to each Councillor.

4) New Business:

a) Annual Parish Meeting Planning:  The Clerk briefed the Council on the preparations for the Annual                  Parish Meeting. The invited guests and organisations to be contacted were agreed. 

b) Use of Football Pitch: A football team on Heyford Park has requested use of the football pitch at the Village Playing Fields on a non-conflicting basis for the next season. The pitch at Heyford Park has been closed for the season due to construction issues in the area. Cllr Scarrott and James expressed concerns about the ability of the Village pitch to cope with two teams. Cllr Scarrott agreed to meet with the coach of the other team and discuss the issues. 

5) Correspondence:
a) Cherwell Letter, Registration of Heritage Assets: The Clerk briefed an initiative by Cherwell District Council (CDC) to register significant historical assets in the District. Properties and features listed would not be officially listed in the National scheme, but listing with Cherwell will provide some measure of protection from changes. The Council members were asked to consider candidates and report at next Council meeting.
b) Parishioner’s Letter, Cemetery Access: A Parishioner has requested the Council consider providing vehicular access closer to the gates of the cemetery in order to accommodate elderly and frail visitors to the cemetery. Cllrs James and Scarrott agreed to meet on site to explore possible ways of accommodating vehicles closer to the gate. 
c) Viridor Credits Steering Group: A letter was received from Viridor Credits inviting a representative from our Parish join their Steering Group that evaluates grant requests from the local area. The Council felt very strongly that it should respond positively to this invitation but only after the Council had been restored to full numerical strength.  The Clerk was asked to make this an agenda item for the Council Meeting  on 16 May 13 and, in the meantime, to send a holding reply to Viridor Credits.
6) Planning Applications: There were no applications to report this period. Mr Bigelow reported that he had heard the Gymnasium re-development had been approved. 
7) Any Other Business:
a) Dogs on the Playing Fields: Cllr Allen said she would conduct research on what our legal position is for restrictions on where dogs are allowed. Cllr Allen will report back at 16 May Council Meeting. 

b) Hedge on Mill Lane: Cllr Scarrott reported that the hedge along north side of Mill Lane needs cutting. Cllr Scarrott will find out from the farmer concerned if this is possible. 

c) Dog Mess Bin on Mill Lane: Cllr Scarrott stated that another bin is needed on Mill Lane. The Clerk will look into how to acquire bins and report at next regular Council Meeting.

Date of next meetings:  Annual Parish Council Meeting and Annual Parish Meeting on 9 May at 5:30 and 7:00 PM respectively in the Reading Room.
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8:15 PM

Approved: 17 May 2013

Lt Gen RC Menzies
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Clerk to the Council


