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Sadly we report the passing of Heather 
Woollcott, Peter Quinn and Rachel & 
Robert Dawson 

Royal Wedding Celebrations at Upper Heyford 
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The Cherwell Valley Benefice in the Diocese of Oxford 
SERVICES IN THE CHERWELL VALLEY 

 

 
 

 
Services described as 1662, Matins or Evensong follow the traditional form as laid out in The Book of Common Prayer. 
Services described as Common Worship use modern language and follow the revised form given in the Common 
Worship Service and Prayer Book. Services described as Family Worship or Contemporary Worship are suitable for all 
ages, including children. 
 

For further details about services or requests concerning baptisms, weddings or funerals please contact a member of 
the Ministry Team 
 

  
Ardley          
St Mary 

Fritwell                       
St Olave 

Lower             
Heyford              
& Caulcott                    
St Mary 

Somerton                    
St James 

Souldern                        
St Mary 

Upper Heyford                                              
St Mary             The Chapel 

29-May Rogation Walk - Benefice Celebration Group 
11:00                     

Contemporary 
Worship 

5-Jun 
08:30                  

1662 HC 
11:00                

Family Worship 
11:00                    

1662 HC 

9:30                        
Family Worship 
Communion 

11:00                   
Matins 

No Service 
11:00                 

Contemporary 
Worship 

12-Jun 14:30  Benefice Pentecost Celebration  -  St. Olave’s Fritwell 

19-Jun 
9:30                        

CW  Sung 
Communion 

11:00                      
Family Worship 
Communion 

08:30                      
1662 HC 

09:30                            
Matins & HC 

08:30                      
1662 HC 

9:30                    
Family Worship 

11:00                    
Contemporary 

Worship 

26-Jun 
9:30                    

Family Worship 
18:00                  

Evensong 

11:00                    
Family Worship 
Communion 

9:30                            
Traditional                 
Language                 
Communion 

10:30                      
Souldern Chapel 
Coffee & Christ 

08:30                  
1662 HC 

11:00                    
Contemporary 

Worship               
Roger Murphy 

3-Jul 
08:30                   

1662 HC 
11:00                     

Family Worship 
11:00                    

1662 HC 

9:30                       
Family Worship 
Communion 

11:00                      
Matins 

9:30                         
Trad Lang 

Communion & 
Hymns 

 

11:00                   
Contemporary 

Worship 

10-Jul 
9:30                        

CW Family 
Communion 

08:30                     
1662 HC 

11:00                   
Family Worship 

9:30                       
Bears & Prayers 

11:00                      
CW Communion 

9:30                       
Matins 

11:00                      
Contemporary 

Worship 

17-Jul 
9:30                         

CW  Sung 
Communion 

11:00                    
Family Worship 
Communion 

08:30                  
1662 HC 

09:30                       
Matins & HC 

08:30                            
1662 HC 

9:30                    
Family Worship 

11:00                    
Contemporary 

Worship 

24-Jul 
9:30                       

Family Worship 

16:00                    
Cream Teas & 

18:00                     
Songs of Praise 

11:00                     
Family Worship 
Communion 

9:30                              
Traditional                 
Language                 

Communion  -
18:00                   

King James        
Reading 

10:30                   
Souldern Chapel 
Coffee & Christ 

08:30                      
1662 HC 

11:00                     
Contemporary 

Worship 

25th-
29th Jul 

Holiday Club - Heyford Park Chapel 

 

29-Jul 
  Fritwell Patronal 

Festival 
          

31-Jul 
11:00 Come and Join the Celebration - Family Worship Communion ~ Benefice Celebration Group - 

Lower Heyford 

11:00                         
Contemporary 

Worship 



 

The Cherwell Valley Benefice in the Diocese of Oxford 
 
Rev Paul Hunt, 346739 paul@cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk;  
Rev Edward Green, 340562 edward@cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk;  
Rev Ian Biscoe, 232439 ian@cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk 
Mr John Hine (LLM) 350272;  
Scott Goosen (YW) 233087 flockofgeese4@yahoo.com 
Benefice Office 233687 Barbara@cherwellvalleybenefice.org 
 
John 10:27 
“My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me.” 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Giving a sermon one Sunday, the Vicar heard two teenagers in the back giggling and 
disturbing people. She interrupted her sermon and announced sternly, "There are two of 
you here who have not heard a word I've said." That quieted them down. 
When the service was over, she went to greet people at the front door. Three adults 
apologized for going to sleep in church, promising it would never happen again! 
Sarah and I recently attended a seminar where we told that if we wanted to ensure that 
people in their twenties and thirties knew what was going on at Church then a Facebook 
group was the way forward. Pondering the idea I realised that with 7 churches in different 
communities it might create confusion rather than solve it, because across the villages 
there really is so very much going on. Alternatively filtering worship and events may end 
up offending those who find their activity or service side-lined. Still the possibility is open 
and we are going to try running with a group for the various Family Worship services that 
happen across the communities at: 
 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Cherwell-Valley-Church/ 
We try to ensure dates in the village magazines are correct but last minute changes can creep in due to the length of 
time between publication deadline and distribution. So with the ‘net in mind you can always keep up to date with our 
general website at: 
 

http://www.cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk/ 
Upcoming events, daily readings and prayer intentions are also to be found on our benefice pew sheet, which you 
should be able to find in your parish church if you miss Sunday worship. If you are interested in receiving it electronically 
you can drop an email to: 
 

barbara@cherwellvalleybenefice.org.uk 
 

Communication works both ways. We try our best as clergy and laity to keep track of the needs and activities of each 
village, but are always glad to hear from folks and receive invitations to events. Pastorally it is a privilege to bring people 
communion, offer prayer and anointing for healing and be available for pastoral counsel and confession. If you or 
anyone you know are in need of these sacraments please contact us directly, through Barbara or through a 
Churchwarden. 
However well we manage to keep everyone in touch nothing beats a personal invitation. You may have heard the story 
of a teacher, new to a village school in Yorkshire. Hoping to fit in she came up with a good problem. 
"Suppose," she asked the children "there were a dozen sheep and six of them jumped over a fence. How many would 
be left?" 
"None," answered little Norman. 
"None? Norman, you don't know your arithmetic." 
"Miss, you don't know your sheep. When one goes, they all go!" 
Sheep do tend to follow sheep as, like us, they are social animals. So when you do come along to Church why not invite 
a friend or neighbour? It is how I came to faith in my late teens from a non-churched background: I was invited by 
friends. 
The most important invitation however doesn’t come from us, but to us from Christ Himself, who is the Good Shepherd. 
Together we seek to hear his voice over and above the babble of modern life as He calls us to communion with Him and 
one another. 
God bless, Eddie 

Upper Heyford                                              

11:00                     

11:00                      

11:00                     

11:00                         

Midsummer Night's Guitar, Dave Pash – Classical – Jazz – Country – Fri June 24, 7:00pm for 
7:30pm St Mary’s Church, Lower Heyford 
Dave is a professional guitarist and composer, and conveniently lives in Lower Heyford, right opposite the church. 
He trained at the Royal College of Music, London and has since worked in film and TV as composer, arranger and 

session musician. Dave's programme will include pieces by J S Bach, Villa-Lobos, Richard Rodgers and Chet 
Atkins, and some of his own compositions. Wine and nibbles – Prize draw  
Bring family and friends! Collection for Church Restoration and Development Fund 



 

What’s on in the Cherwell Valley  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BEER FESTIVAL & LIVE MUSIC 
 

Friday 15th July until Sunday 17th 
 

 20 beers and 4 real ciders  
 

There will be 4 bands playing live music throughout 
the week end, a hog roast, and a fire work display 

on Saturday 
 

The fork Handles ( folk-rock) 
Laurie Fray And Band (New Orleans Jazz) 

Delaney's Angel (folk-rock) 
Lisa Fitzgibbon And Band  
(Jamming folk session) 

 

The morris dancers will be: 
 

The Kirtlington Morris Man 
The Armaleggan (black faced border dancers) 

Owlslick Morris Dancers 

 

AGAIN!! AGAIN!!  
 

Walk the Cherwell 

Valley and the Oxford 

Canal  

Saturday 9 July 2011 
We would be delighted if you could join us, 

Alison and Basil Eastwood, the founders of 

Cecily’s Fund, for two linked walks on Saturday 

9 July. We have done this before!  Lots of you 

came and here we are offering you this 

LOVELY walk again! Dogs, babies in  

backpacks, etc   are most welcome as last time. 

Come one, come all. 

These two lovely walks, one of 7 miles and one 

of 4,  form a figure 8 with our home at the 

junction point in the middle . We will start at 

10.30 am from Church End,  and enjoy a soup, 

bread and cheese lunch in the middle of the 

day, and a celebratory mug of tea (or something 

stronger) at the end. 

We live at Church End, Church Street, 

Somerton (key in OX25 6NB to a route finder or 

ring for directions). It is easily accessible from 

the M40 or the A4260 Oxford/Banbury road.  

The first half of the walk will take us along the 

Oxford Canal southwards. We then cross the 

Cherwell and walk up to Steeple Aston, then 

through Middle Aston and back to Somerton. 

After lunch, the hardy ones or those who join us 

just for the second half head north along the 

canal past Somerton deep lock and then turn up 

into the hills to the east with lovely views back 

over the valley and so back to Somerton.  

Lunch will probably be about 1pm and the 

second half will probably start about 2.30, but 

timings will depend on speed of progress. 

Telephone us on our mobiles for updates on the 

day.  

We are not asking you to find sponsors (phew!) 

but would ask if each participant could either 

fund a school uniform (£10) or a sturdy pair (or 

half a pair) of shoes (£ 13/6.50) for a Zambian 

child orphaned by AIDS. Shoes would be 

particularly appropriate; Zambian children often 

have to walk an hour each way to school every 

day. 

Please let us know if you would like to join us so 

that we can cater, and possibly dig out a 

LOVELY orange Cecily’s Fund T-shirt. For more 

info see www.cecilysfund.org.  

Our phone number is 345792 

email   stableyardalison@aol.com  



 

What’s going on at Cherwell District Council?  

 

Valley News is now on the Web 

You can now find Valley News on the Web—look for upperheyford.com and click on Valley News. This should enable 
fewer copies to have to be sent by post. In future hard copies will only be posted to those without a computer. Copies in 
the villages and Heyford Park will be circulated as usual, however, in the interests of saving paper and reducing costs 
please let your contact know if you are content to look on your PC (or perhaps not even interested in the magazine). 
 

Valley News funding 

I am conscious that I  have not recently acknowledged the continuing donations ( including Standing Orders )  which 

help to keep the good ship Valley News afloat so my thanks, with apologies to anyone forgotten, to Messrs Burt, Jones, 

Messenger, Stone, Rodgers, Stringer, Good, Macnamara, Schutz, Clayton, Herring, Smith, Stowe, Brickel, Thomason, 

Brown, Ingle (from the US) and SWIG. Stan Morris, Treasurer  
 

Copy for Valley News 

We welcome copy from individuals (this edition has a letters column!) and disappointingly there are many village 

functions that fail to be either advertised or reported in the magazine. Please help to make it an enjoyable read. 

Councillor Calling  
Election results are out and I am joined by Mike Kerford-Byrnes on the District Council in place of the retiring Luke 
Annaly. I must apologise that this was not made clear on the election leaflets (he worked the soles off his shoes making 
two deliveries to each of about 2,000 homes, so you should know what he looks like!), which some took to mean he was 
replacing me – I’m afraid, as this is a two-member Ward, you’re stuck with me for another three years! Interestingly, the 
Green candidate overtook the Liberals to come second – though, with no obvious campaigning and not even turning up 
for the counting of votes, she might be said to be taking low carbon principles a bit far into the realm of contempt for her 
electors. 
Turnout was about 40%: at last year’s General Election it was 70%, whereas a “normal” District-only poll gets 30% - so 
perhaps the AV vote was really won by the Apathy Party! 
New Council: overall, the results followed the national trend, with the Conservative vote holding up, but Liberal support 
ebbing away to Labour, who, as a result, gained two seats in Banbury while the Liberal leader lost his in Bicester. This 
leaves 43 Conservatives facing Labour, with 4, as the new Opposition alongside 3 Liberals. To coincide with a new 
shared Chief Executive who will soon start recruiting a shared management team, political responsibilities have all been 
refreshed. I now need to get to grips with: 

Cleanliness: waste collection, road verges and town centre streets – a daunting task which is simultaneously highly 
visible and rated most important by residents. 

Recreation: expensive facilities such as leisure centres and sports pitches, which are clearly important to quality of 
life but need to justify use of ever-scarcer resources. 

Health: preserving the Horton as a full-service General Hospital and getting Bicester a modern community hospital 
are vital to residents but Cherwell has only indirect influence in a world where the decision-makers are being 
completely reorganised.   

A tough set of challenges: at least, when I’m talking Rubbish, I can claim it’s part of my job! 
Local Development Framework: the first Executive of the new Council will consider pushing ahead with this key 
Planning document, which lays down how many homes will go where up to 2026. Pressure may ease at both ends: 
known supply is already substantial, with sites like Kingsmere (Bicester Southwest), Gavray Drive, Ecotown, Upper 
Heyford and Bodicote already approved, and demand estimated by our own demographers is substantially less than that 
wished on us by the last government’s bureaucrats – so there is a smaller gap to fill. Crucially, the figure allocated to 
villages has halved: if our policy relaxes to allow gradual, incremental building, where it’s wanted, there should be no 
need for large, unpopular schemes to be imposed. The document will be full of dry policy, dull and forbidding: do please 
get involved when it comes out for consultation from July to September to ensure nothing unpleasant slips through and 
that you get only development where and how you want. 
Bicester Town Centre development, which we all want for the facilities, cinema and Sainsbury it will bring, will 
unfortunately be delayed by challenges to the Compulsory Purchase Orders needed to make it happen. While we all 
wish it finished quickly, the appellants stand to lose property rights and deserve the fairest hearing to ensure justice is 
done – and justice can take time, so we’ll just have to put up with the delay. 
Bicester Sports Village is currently just a field on the right as you drive into Bicester. The first move to create this is a 
planning application, just in, for winter sports pitches, a cricket pitch and a cycle track, to be funded by the housing 
development which you can see growing by the day. This should fill in the deficit in sports facilities currently suffered by 
Bicester and, of course, us in its surrounding villages. 
And follow up to some previous stories… 
Wind turbine: there’s an application for another single large turbine, this time at the Ardley service station. Given that 
the Inspector allowed four much closer to homes and on higher ground, I suspect that this may be less contentious. 
Iceland: as I suspected, an appeal has been lodged so we’ll have to wait a few more months for our money back. 
Parking charges: 7,000 letters have been sent to local Blue Badge holders so, hopefully, there’s nobody who’ll be 
taken by surprise by the new charges. James Macnamara 



 

NEWS & VIEWS FROM THE CHERWELL VALLEY  

On Wednesday 18 May the 
W.I enjoyed the first of many 
meetings in the newly 
refurbished Reading Room in 
Upper Heyford. We all 
agreed that this venue is 
absolutely perfect for our 
meetings, we enjoyed not 
only the room itself but also the beautiful views from the 
terrace, and the peace and quiet in the heart of the 
village.    
The subject of our meeting was our annual debate on 
two resolutions decided upon by the National 
Federation of Womens Institutes. This year we 
examined the questions of mega-farms and public 
library closures. The resulting votes were not quite as 
cut and dried as many may think they would be. and I 
think we deserve a pat on the back for debating both 
resolutions thoroughly. The results from all round the 
country will  be taken to the National AGM and after 
further debate and voting there, the final results will be 
laid before HM Government.  
On June 15 at 7.30pm we will welcome Moira Byast 
back for her talk  entitled Dear Diary, which highlights 
significant events in the past. 
As I promised, the following list gives the programme up 
to May 2012.  
2011 
 

July 20 Prathiksha by Valerie Miles . ( Information about 
an Indian Charity) 
 

August 17  Evening walk in Burford with a guide. 
     

September 21  Traditional Chinese Medicine by Lee 
Butler. 
 

October 19 Philosophy Hairdressing by Andrew Hall 
and Mark Creed. 
  

November 16 Rare Plants of Oxfordshire by Ken 
Betteridge 
 

December 15 (Thursday) Members Christmas Party and 
Buffet. 
 

2012 
 

January 18 Annual Supper at a local pub or restaurant. 
 

February15 At home abroad by Silvie Nickels 
 

March 21 Annual Meeting and Election of Committee. 
 

April 18 My life as a Journalist by John Chipperfield 
 

May Resolutions debates. 
 

A varied programme with something to interest most 
people, please feel free to join us for any or all of our 
meetings    Janet Lawrance 

 

Getting A Grip 
A journey of fun and laughter 

A Unique Fun One Day Workshop 
 

An opportunity to get a grip 
on the issues that are holding you back 

 and making you unhappy 
 

Does life feel out of control, stressful, all too much  
Dream the unthinkable, 

Create the life you choose' 
Create 

Health, Wellbeing, Happiness, Relaxation.  
  

This workshop reviews:- 
 where you are, when you got there, how to get where you 

want to be 
using tools that allow you to identify your journey to date  
and apply simple techniques to achieve your goals in all 

areas of your life 
  

WHEN 26th June 2011 
WHERE The Reading Room, Upper Heyford 

 

HOW MUCH £75:00 
TO BOOK Telephone 01869 232273 

  

Anne C. Measures BSc(Hons) ONC RGN  
Positive Health Measures 

17 High Street, Upper Heyford, OX255LE  
07977581891 

Healthy Heyford Summer 
Walks  
 
Mornings: unless otherwise arranged; 
meet 9:55am. at Upper Heyford Village 
Hall  
 

Evenings:  Meet 7:25pm at U.H.V.H.  
 

All walks last for approx. 2 – 2 ½ hours; and are usually 
about 5 – 6 miles in length.  
 

Mon. 13
th
 June: Up Hey VH, Ave’s Ditch > Caulcott> back to 

UH  
 

Morning 20th June: U.Heyford > towing path to Somerton 
Mill > to Middle Aston > Steeple Aston > back to U.H. via 
Eyecatcher.  
 

Evening 27
th
 June: U.Heyford > Lr. Heyford > Northbrook > 

Lr. Heyford > U.Heyford  
 

Morning of 4
th
 July:  Meet Steeple Barton.  

 

Evening of 11
th
 July:  Reverse of 20th June walk.   

 

Morning 18
th
 July: Reverse of 27

th
 June  

 

Evening 25
th
 July:  Reverse of 4

th
 July walk. Start time 

7.00pm  
 

Morning 1
st
 August: Meet Kirtlington Green > Tackely > 

Northbrook > Kirtlington 
  
Programme subject to change; all efforts will be made to 

ensure walkers know of these.  

 

Fritwell Open Gardens  
 

Sunday June 19, 2:00pm – 6:00pm  
 

The Manor Gardens plus 10 Village Gardens 
£4.00 (Children Free) 
Teas & plant sale 
All proceeds to St Olave’s Church Fund 



 
 

Heyford Station 
 

Have you seen the station recently? 
 

‘Friends of Heyford Station’, a volunteer group of local 
residents, have arranged and worked on recent 
improvements at our station. 
 

In the spring FoHS members removed years of ivy and 
bramble growth from the stone wall bordering the towpath. 
This allowed the installation of two raised flower beds, one 
alongside the wall and the other boxed on the platform.  
These beds have now been planted with shrubs supplied by 
SJ Plants of Upper Heyford, and if you look closely you will 
see the station name spelt in box bushes.  Maintenance 
work and further improvements will continue, and we may 
enter a Best Kept Station competition next year. 
 

Grateful thanks for organisation and support are due to 
Oxfordshire County Council and First Great Western local 
managers as well as SJ Plants. Financial contributions from 
Lower Heyford and Upper Heyford Parish Councils have 
also been gratefully received  
 

New planting boxes on the platform 

 

 Letters 
 

Honoured and Respected Sir, 
 

 It seems that you keep elevated academic 
company.  The learned gentlemen at Princeton do not 
know what an English primrose looks like - in my April 
piece on Coarse Gardening I alluded to the photograph 
which they have posted on the Web, which is actually a 
hawkweed flower; Robin Lane Fox tells how, in forty 
years as an Oxford don, he has never met a student of 
Ancient History who knew what a primrose was; and 
Oxford’s Professor of Logic couldn’t identify one, 
either.  You are at one with these eminent persons, for 
you kindly illustrated my article with a picture of a Plant 
Unknown to Science, or so I thought at first.  Further 
research has established it as an example of that rare 
species, Incomparabilis lough-scottii.  What it ain’t, is a 
primrose. 
 

I remain, Distinguished Sir, yr. obedt. servt., 
Old Hodge the Gardener 
 

 

A lesson for all, don’t take for granted what you see or 
read on the web!  Editor 
 
 

The late Peggy Cuss 
I was so sorry to hear of the passing of Peggy. I well 
remember her when I also lived at Caulcott. 
She was an excellent seamstress and smocker. I also 
remember the lovely dolls she dressed and gave to the 
Flower Show at Lower Heyford each year. How I wished 
to win one of them and was never lucky enough. I would 
stand and gaze at them for ages every year, hoping to 
win one. 
 

When I was about nine or ten years old, my mother 
asked her to make me a dress with smocking on it for my 
birthday. I remember Peggy charged half a crown a row 
for smocking. I can't remember how much she charged 
to make the dress. I know mum got the material from 
Bicester, a shop in the market square. It was Apricot 
crepe and mum also bought a doll off the market for 
Peggy to dress for me. As there wasn't much left over 
from my dress, Peggy made a little dress for the doll 
from a pair of silk under pants her husband Ron had 
brought back from Italy. Although the doll has long since 
gone, I still have that little dress she made. She even 
embroidered pink f lowers on the yoke. 
It is very old now, I have had it over sixty years and the 
pants must have been a few years older than that. 
How time passes. Peggy was also well known for lending 
cups plates and dishes along with chairs for birthday 
parties around Caulcott too. We all seemed to have a 
party each year and there was a special plate she 
always lent us. It was made in the shape of a water lily. 
Every year she lent it and I claimed it for my tea. When 
we left the village in September 1950 ,Peggy gave me 
that plate as a present. Again I still have it. Unfortunately 
she also gave me a little cup and saucer like a bee hive. 
I loved that too. My mum gave it away years ago to 
someone else. I have no idea where it went too. 
Peggy was a lovely person and I am sure she is missed 
by her daughter and son very much. 
June Messenger (nee Pritchett) 
 

    

‘Hay over the Ford’‘Hay over the Ford’‘Hay over the Ford’‘Hay over the Ford’    
    

Is the title of a book written by Albert (Bert) Edmunds on life 
in Upper Heyford in the 1920s & 30s 

 

Bert was born in the village in 1919 and lived in the family 
home, South View, until he was called up in 1939. Those 
first 20 years of his life are vividly recalled in this book; his 
family, the hardships and friendships, school, church, and 
especially the chapel, which played such a large part in his 
early life, and the characters that had such an influence on 
his upbringing.   
 

Anyone interested in the history of the village or social 
history generally, will find this book fascinating. 
 

Copies available from the Historical Society £8 
 

Please contact Mary Goodman 232722 
Ian Lough-Scott 232788 

 



 

 

The Poetry Corner 
 

Upper Heyford Poetry in Action! 
 

Do you have a favourite poem?  If you do, we would like to know about it.  We are working on the idea of another 
evening’s ‘Entertainment’ in the Reading Room, like the one we did before Christmas last, to raise funds for the village, 
and would like to put on a miscellany of readings, drawing upon those suggested by you, the people of Upper 
Heyford.  We would welcome contributions from all ages. 
The notion of a ‘favourite poem’ is a very wide one.  Please do not be put off by thinking that it has to be terribly clever or 
intellectual or sophisticated.  It might well be so - but it could equally well be a simple rhyme that means a lot to you, that 
has happy or poignant associations, because you learned it years ago at school, for instance, or your mother used to 
say it to you.  We would be pleased to have amusing ones suggested, too: we like a good laugh... The main reason for 
any choice should be that the poem is important to you, for whatever reason, and you would like to hear it read out.   
In due course, we will distribute leaflets around the village, which will explain how you can let us know your 
choices.  You will not have to write out whole poems: a title or first line will do and we will find out the rest.  We might not 
be able to use all the poems - it depends on how many responses there are - but if there are too many we could always 
keep some in reserve for future occasions. 
It will take quite a while to set this up properly, but with your help and input, we should be able to stage a lively, 
entertaining and different evening for all to enjoy. 
With best wishes to all, from The Poetry Group. 
 

(If there are any queries at this stage, contact Heather and Roger Burt on 232770) 

 
Gerard Manley Hopkins 

 
I joined the poetry group not long after it started. The pleasure has been two-fold – re-
discovering poetry learnt at school and discovering for the first time new poets and poems 
who become new favourites.  So, I thought it would be a challenge singling out one from the 
hundreds if not thousands read over the years. But, whenever I’m asked to choose my desert 
island poem, I always return to this one – ‘The  Windhover’ by Gerard Manley Hopkins. 
Hopkins was a Catholic priest who had studied Classics at Oxford, and many of his poems 
reflect the local countryside.  
 
I studied Hopkins for A level and memorised every word of his poems.  They are demanding 
– but much less so if read out loud. Hopkins invented something called ‘sprung rhythm’ and 
said his poems should always be read with the ear and not with the eye. ‘Windhover’ is the 
old name for a kestrel, and whenever I see one hovering over the road between Upper and 
Lower Heyford, this poem comes to mind.  
 

 
I caught this morning morning’s minion, king-dom of daylight’s dauphin, 

dapple-drawn-Falcon, in his riding 
Of the rolling level underneath him steady air, and striding 
High there, how he rung upon the rein of a wimpling wing 

In his ecstasy! then off, off forth on swing, 
As a skate’s heel sweeps smooth on a bow-bend: the hurl and gliding 

Rebuffed the big wind. My heart in hiding 
Stirred for a bird, - the achieve of, the mastery of the thing! 

 
From ‘Poems and Prose’, Gerard Manley Hopkins, Penguin Classics, 1985  
 

 
If you are tempted to come and discover half-forgotten or new poems, we meet fortnightly in Upper Heyford during term 
time (on a Monday or a Thursday at 8.00) - but you don’t have to attend every meeting. One of us introduces a poet, or 
a theme, and we volunteer to read a poem if we want to – but there is no obligation. You can just sit and listen. If you 
want to find out more feel free to email me: trudy.coe@btinternet.com or Heather and Roger Burt 
(handr.burt@virgin.net).              Trudy Coe 

Community Learning at the Marlborough School, Woodstock 
 

Free Taster Bollywood and/or Salsa Step with Kate Bennett 
Thursday 7 July 7pm Salsafit and 8pm Bollywood 

 

To book a place contact Margaret Eaglestone 07827 949156 or Margaret.Eaglestone@nexuscommunity.org  
Run by WODC, Nexus and Go Active.    

The taster will be followed by a course beginning on 15 September costing £4 per session.  These classes 
are suitable for all abilities and ages (over 16). 



 

 

SOMERTON NEWS 
 

SOMERTON  VILLAGE  PRODUCE  SHOW - an 
important DATE  to note.  The Show will be held in the 
Village Hall on Saturday, 3rd September.  The first 
Saturday in September has been the annual day of this 
Show for at least the last forty years and again there will 
be classes for vegetables,  flowers and plants, flower 
arranging, cookery, handicrafts, photography and 
children's classes.  Schedules will be delivered to every 
house in the Village in due course and last year we had 
an overwhelming response. 
Anne Corner (hon. secretary)     
 

10th June Film Club 
Film yet to be decided upon. 
 

2nd July The Somerton Picnic. 
Make sure you keep this date free and be sure to come 
along! If you ever went to one of the Summer Pig Roasts' 
in the village churchyard, you should know what to 
expect - an evening of music, fun and good food, 
accompanied by excellent beer, wine and good friends. 
Further details to be announced shortly… 
 

How to get in touch with Tony Baldry 
I am always keen to help any individual constituent who has a problem and to 
meet and listen to the views of any group. I hold regular constituency 
“surgeries” in both Banbury and Bicester, and anyone wanting to see me 
simply has to telephone my office in Alexandra House, Banbury – 01295-673-
873 – and they will arrange an appointment.  
Otherwise, it is very straight forward getting in touch with me, either by writing 
to me here at the House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA, or by emailing 
me at tony.baldry.mp@parliament.uk. 

Tribute 
 

Reginald Alfred (Reggie) Boss 
There are few houses in Upper Heyford where Reggie has 
not left his mark, a fireplace here, a new chimney there, a 
completely new house across the road! Reggie plied his 
trade as a builder / stonemason working alone for over 30 
years, and such was the quality of his work and his friendly 
disposition he was seldom out of work.  
He was born in Broughton near Banbury, moving with his 
parents, 2 brothers & two sisters to New College Square, 
Upper Heyford in the 1930s. His first job was on the farm 
with Mr Bill Varney, however, he soon joined Kingerlee the 
building firm where he acquired the skills that stood him in 
good stead for the rest of his working life. 
On marriage he moved into a new home, Rising Hill, where 
he lived with his two children Phillip and Judith, and later 
moving to a bungalow in Lower Heyford on his retirement. 
Reggie was a wonderful granddad to his 3 grandchildren & 
3 great grandchildren. 
Reggie was young at heart and never acted his age, 
enjoying evenings out with younger friends, and he was a 
great joker. When asked how he was he often replied “ah 
it’s me birthday you”, plenty of people fell for it and bought 
him a drink. 
He really enjoyed fishing, and with his big hooks, thick line 
and loaf of bread he showed others how it should be done!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you 
We would like to thank everyone for all the cards and 
messages received after losing a great dad and grampy so 
suddenly.  
In particularly his many friends and neighbours who came 
to his funeral, and for the flower tributes and donations 
given.  
Also a special thank you to the Reverend Edward Green for 
the service and for all the help he gave us at this sad time. 
Phil & Gill Boss & family 

Open Garden at The Willows, Upper Heyford 
 

Despite the fact that I had been rude about April weather 
in my Coarse Gardening piece, the sun shone on us all 
on Sunday 17th. The weather gods had even been kind 
enough to provide a few cool days and nights before 
that, so that the blossom remained on the big old pear 
tree and most of the tulips were in flower, hot sunshine 
and drought notwithstanding.  It was lovely to see the 
garden full of people - about seventy adults, as near as 
we can estimate, plus cartwheeling youngsters having a 
lively time.  Another dimension was added by the 
musicians - Richard Bailey (oboe) and two other 
members of his Elastic Band (bassoon and clarinet) 
played gentle eighteenth century airs on the terrace.  All 
very Pride and Prejudice, as some clever person 
remarked.  Later, James Bailey (violin) played a series of 
lively jigs and folk-tunes and was much applauded.  How 
lucky we are to have such talented people around. 
Once more we are all indebted to the generous team of 
helpers and cake-makers. The home-made cakes were 
particularly scrumptious this time.  Through the efforts of 
all concerned, we took a total of £310-50 for the Village 
Hall refurbishment fund.  If you do the sums (£3-00 entry 
fee) you will see that just over a hundred pounds of that 
came in as extra donations, which is all down to the 
great generosity of local people. 
Thank you, everybody. Heather and Roger. 



 

 

LOWER HEYFORD NEWS 

 

Lower Heyford – New Playground Initiative 
 
A group of local parents are currently working to gain support 
and funding for a new, 
updated playground for 
Lower Heyford.   
 

Questionnaires were 
distributed at the May Day 
Fete and also door-to-door 
in Lower Heyford to gauge 
support for the project and 
to obtain opinion on how a 
potential new playground 
should be designed/
constructed.  
 

The results were very 
positive and we are now working towards obtaining funding.  If 
anyone would like to help or has any fundraising suggestions, 
please contact Emma Mortimore 
emma.mortimore@tesco.net 

 

LOWER HEYFORD BOWLS 

CLUB 
 

The season is now well underway 
and spectators are very welcome to 
attend our home matches. Bowls is a 
most delightful and sociable sport, 
which unlike many others, can be 
played by those of all ages.  Our 
results to date and home fixtures for 
June and July are as follows 
 
30th  Apr  - Middle Barton 64 shots Lower Heyford 54 shots 
4th  May  - Lower Heyford 48 shots Headington 88 shots (oops!) 
11th  May  - Oxford Uni Press 41 shots Lower Heyford 42 shots 
15th  May  v Banbury Borough Ladies - cancelled 
18th  May  - Lower Heyford 35 shots OxonBowlsAssoc President’s  
             Side 55 s 
21st  May   - Lower Heyford 60 shots Charlbury 63 shots  
25th  May   -  Lower Heyford 56 shots Banbury Borough 65 shots 
29th  May v. Carterton - cancelled 

Wed 1st   Jun  v.  Filkins starting at 6.30pm 
Tue  7th   Jun  v.  Burma Star starting at 6.30pm 
Thu 23rd  Jun  v. Adderbury starting at 6.15pm 
Sun  26th  Jun v. Bloxham starting at 2.30pm 
Wed 29th  Jun v. Kidlington starting at 6.30pm 
Sat  2nd  Jul v. Chadlington starting at 2.30pm 
Thu  7th  Jul v. Thames Valley Police starting at 6.30pm 
Sat  16th  Jul v. Bicester starting at 2.30pm 
Sun 24th  Jul v. Long Hanborough starting at 2.30pm 
Sat 30th  Jul v. Chipping Norton starting at 2.30pm 
Sat  6th  Aug v. Oxon Fire Service starting at 2.30pm 
 

Club night is every Thursday from around 6.00pm - why not 
drop in and perhaps have a go? You only need flat-soled 
shoes, we can provide the bowls and a helping hand! Please 
contact Roger Bowen (rogerbowen@btinternet.com or 
01869:340406) if you have any questions or would like to 
make an arrangement  

Tribute 
 

Derek William Cecil Bunce 
When Derek moved to Upper Heyford in the 1950s  on 
his marriage to Pat he became very much an Upper 
Heyford man, taking a very active part in village life.  
He was a member of the flower show committee in the 
1960s when the show started up again after a break of 
a few years, and in 1967-68 he ran a very successful 
boys football team and helped to run a six-a-side 
tournament for boys. He also became an official 
referee in the local adult league. 
He was a keen Oxford United supporter and in his 
younger days often went to away games. 
Derek enjoyed the camaraderie of the Barley Mow 
and would continue to visit at weekends even though 
towards the end he was not well.  
He was a member of a successful Barley Mow darts 
team in the 1970s. 
Derek had various jobs, taxi driving, and at the Cowley 
Works, but the job that  really suited him was driving 
coaches for Heyfordian where he worked for over 20 
years. He was a good driver and always looked after 
his passengers well, he especially enjoyed the trips to 
Europe.  
Derek  and Pat had two children, Susan & Dawn 
Derek was a friendly person (though if he didn’t take 
to someone they soon knew it), he held firm opinions 
and liked a good argument. 
It is very sad that we have lost another village 
character, he will be sadly missed and remembered 
with affection.   

Barley Mow darts team circa 1970s, Derek is top left, 
together with other familiar faces. 
 

Thanks 
Pat & family would like to thank friends and 
neighbours for their support at this sad time and the 
donations made in Derek’s memory for the church 
building fund. 

 

It is with great sadness that we report the passing of 
Heather Woollcott, Peter Quinn and Rachel & Robert 
Dawson 
 

We are also sad to report the passing of Betty, wife of 
Paul, the former USAF fire chief at the base. Betty & 
Paul have enjoyed a drink with friends in the Barley 
Mow for many years. We send our condolences to 
Paul and share his sadness. 



 

 

Minutes of the meeting of the Lower Heyford Parish Council held on 
Thursday 19th May in the Church 

Present:Mrs. Hepworth, Mr. Macnamara, Mrs. Ball, Mr. Mortimore, Miss Wagstaff, Mrs Hawkins, Mr. Thompson.  Members of the 
public:  Mr. Dare and Mr. Humberstone 
In attendance: Cathy Fleet (Clerk) 
Apologies No apologies were received by the Clerk  
Declarations of Interest : Mrs. Ball declared an interest in the Timber Yard. 
Minutes of the last meeting held on 24th March 2011 were read and it was RESOLVED to accept these as a true record of the 
meeting and they were signed by the outgoing Chair.  
05.11.01Public Participation :  Mr. Humberstone questioned the graffiti on the Bus Shelter.  Clerk reported that the steward for 
Steeple Aston was not prepared to undertake its removal.  Mrs. Hawkins to take photographs to be presented at next meeting at 
which time a course of action is to be decided.   
Mr. Humberstone also asked if a reply had been received to Clerk’s email to CDC concerning the disposal of rainwater from 13 
Church Lane.  No reply has been received.  Mr.Humberstone to follow up.   
05.11.02 Mrs. Hepworth proposed Mr. Macnamara as Chairman, seconded by Mrs. Ball.  The vote was unanimous and Mrs. 
Hepworth left the meeting.  
Mr. Macnamara took the chair.  Cathy Fleet was re-appointed as Responsible Financial Officer and Mr. Michael Parker as Internal 
Auditor.  Mr. Dare had been approached to be co-opted as Councillor and he had accepted.  The Register of Interests was signed by 
all Councillors.  Mr. Dare and Mrs. Ball were both proposed as Vice-Chair and following a ballot the majority voted for Mrs. Ball and it 
was RESOLVED that Mrs. Ball be Vice Chairman.  
It was RESOLVED to adopt the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations, subject to perusal and agreement of the two new 
Councillors  
05.11.03 Clerk’s Report  
05.11.04 Highways  -  Mr. Dare reported on the following issues :  
  Overhanging trees in South Street, Caulcott 

Nettles growing out of the wall by the bowling green     Action R. Bowen (?) 
Overgrown shrubs outside Butterhouse, The Lane      Action :  DD 
Overgrown shrubs by the pub        Action :  DD 
Overgrown shrubs by the Old Bakehouse       Action :  DD 
Overgrown dog rose by Coopers Cottage       Action :  DD 
Overgrown Ivy/Tree Corpus Christi Cottage (Mr & Mrs. Meakin)      Action : Clerk  
Hedge on corner of Greenway, Caulcott obstructs exit. 30mph sign also obscured  Action : Clerk  
Cupressus trees on Bromeswell Close overgrown      Action : Clerk  
Playing field gates overgrown by Ivy        Action : Clerk  
Bromeswell Close tarmac/concrete dangerous, child has been injured     Action : Clerk  
Mr. Dare and Mr. Thompson both reported on the excessive speed of lorries along Station Road causing serious  erosion of the road. 
Action :  DD/LT Mr. Thompson to become NAG representative  
Mr Dare reported that culverts are collapsing outside the boatyard due to the increasing number of heavy lorries.  
Since the implementation of the 40mph speed limit through Caulcott traffic is slowing down.  
05.11.05 Timber Yard -  Mr. Jones, South Street.  Work is on-going despite no application having been made.  Clerk to email Mr. 
Duxbury outlining the unauthorized activity first reported in 2009 and requesting an update (c.c. to JJM) Action :  Clerk  
05.11.06 Sale of War Bonds  -  Clerk reported that her request to the Bank for an Indemnity required for the sale of the bonds 
carries a charge of £25 and the bank also require a copy of the annual return.  This was approved.  Clerk to proceed with sale 
 Action :  Clerk  
05.11.07 Amalgamation of Charities  -  Clerk to request update from Mrs. Hepworth prior to next meeting  Action :  Clerk  
05.11.08 Parish Plan  -  The draft Parish Plan is still awaiting approval from CDC.  Clerk to request update from Diana Boxall.  The 
use of monies received (£1500) to be clarified  Action :  Clerk  
 

05.11.09 Website  -  Graham Wilson to be invited to next meeting to discuss way forward   Action :  KW 
 

05.11.10 Planning  
08/03/2011 11/00137/F  Mrs Bushen Town House, Freehold Street 
29/03/2011 11/00449/LB  Dr Goodwin Village Farm Freehold Street - internal alterations  APPROVED    
30/03/2011 11/00069/TCA David Dare felling of Lombardy Poplar at the Boatyard Station Road WITHDRAWN 
16/05/11 11/00095/TCA David Dare Sever Ivy and remove lowest limbs of poplars at the Boatyard, Station Road as 
agreed with Tree Officer 
 

05.11.11 Finance -  It was RESOLVED to accept the  Accounts for payment  
The end of Year accounts were presented and duly signed by the Chair prior to being audited by Michael Parker and sent for external 
audit 
 

Date of next meeting :  28
th
 July 2011 Future meetings :  4th Thursday of the month i.e.  22nd  Sept,  24th Nov 

 

The meeting closed at  8.22pm  
 

 

Highways issues All potholes etc have been reported and are awaiting action 

Sale of war bonds See below 

Insurance Claim re Bus shelter Clerk reported that the Insurance claim in respect of an alleged injury in 
2009 of a child caused by a falling slate from the bus shelter was ongoing 
and that all requests for information from the Insurance Company had been 
met.  Clerk to meet with Insurance Company 26.05.11 



 

 

UPPER HEYFORD NEWS 

The Warreners 

At the April meeting Laura Thomas & Councillor Paul 
O’Sullivan attended and explained that grants would be 
difficult because of cutbacks, however, CDC would continue to 
help with entertainments such as films. Members understood 
that funding will be a problem in the future, but there was 
some good news, Warreners have been awarded £500 under 
the Red Nose scheme. We are most grateful for this. 
Dr Maisey’s talk on spare parts had everyone laughing 
especially with the ‘samples’ he passed around! How life has 
changed over the years with breast implants and new hip 
joints, though members were more concerned about hip joints. 
There will NOT be a meeting in June as the village hall 
electricity supply is being cut off on the day. 
In July Colin Oakes will tell us all about the tales of old London 
and we will have the usual delicious teas and a friendly chat. 
New members will be made most welcome, we meet at 2pm 
on the second Wednesday of the month in the village hall. 

Macmillan Walk 2011 
 

Once again Mr Michael Loveland of The Dorchester 
Group, kindly hosted 45 participants to walk on the old 
R.A.F base on the afternoon of Sunday, 9

th
 May. The 

whole programme went well, with lively and informative 
narration throughout; the weather was ‘just right’ for 
the flightline walk, not too hot and not too cold. From 
all accounts everyone enjoyed the experience, finding 
it all very interesting and going away with much to 
think about – things like ‘I would really like to know 
what it was like when the Americans were here’ - was 
a wish often voiced throughout the  afternoon. We all 
thoroughly enjoyed the lovely tea of sandwiches, 
nibbles and home-made cakes, awaiting us at the 
Village Hall prepared mainly by Ann Woski who was 
assisted by Joan Rhodes.  Thanks to all who provided 
refreshments, donated towards the cost of hiring the 
Village Hall and to those who sponsored the walkers 
and donated to Macmillan cancer care; the great sum 
of £600 was raised in aid of this wonderful charity. 
Next year we plan to walk in the village - about the 
same time of year.  
(The Upper Heyford Historical Society).  
 

From Mrs A. Woski. Mrs Woski wishes to extend her 

thanks to those who sponsored her for the Macmillan 

Walk.  The total she raised came to £88.  

The 2011 Upper Heyford Flower Show 
3rd September.  

 

The organisers are well along with preparations for the 
next Show.  In addition to the exhibition schedule you 
saw in the April edition of the Valley News, this year’s 
show will also include A Dog Show, Face Painting, 
Children’s and Adults Sports, A Penalty Shoot Out, 
Tombolo, Raffle, Warreners’ ‘guess the name of...’, 
Flower or Plant quiz, Ice cream, Lemonade, Teas and 
home – made Cakes, A display by the Painting Group 
and more.  Mr Jimmy Hatwell has kindly agreed to 
open the Show this year.  Many of you often speak 
fondly of Mr. Hatwell and his family so you will have a 
chance to reminiscence with him once again in 
September, and those of us who do not know him look 
forward to meeting him.     
 

Please note two amendments to the Flower Show 
schedule which appeared in the last edition of this 
publication:  
A new class to be known as 27A: A Basket of 
vegetables – any number – mixed - that is not 
shown in schedule.   
This class will be restricted to U.H. residents and 
allotment holders; the winners will not compete for the 
Grant International Trophy, but will receive cash 
prizes. 
 

In Section 3 – Flowers: 36A : 3 Gladioli spikes  
 

Plants needed for Flower Show stall! 
We need lots of plants to raise funds. If 
you take some cuttings now they will be 
ready for September.  
If you are able to help please contact Jo 
on  allenjoke@aol.com  or just bring them on 
the day.  Thank you. 
Upper Heyford Flower Show Committee 

Upper Heyford Parish Council 
More than 30 parishioners attended the annual parish meeting 
on 12th May and a very cordial event it was too. All parish 
clubs and organisations were represented and made reports 
on their activities during the year. 
James Macnamara and Tim Hallchurch, district & county 
councillors respectively, also reported on events at CDC & 
County Hall.  
The Reverend Paul Hunt spoke on church matters. 
Parishioners will be aware that there is a new parish council in 
place (from 12 May); Alison Graham, Jo Allen, Peter James, 
Bob Menzies, plus two vacancies, to be filled by co-option. 
Bob Menzies is the new chairman of the council, and Jack 
Goodman continues as clerk & financial officer. 
A note of appreciation in respect of the contributions made by 
the outgoing parish councillors, Sally Anne Mildenhall, Patricia 
Kirby, Anji Hall and Ian Lough-Scott was recorded. 
The meeting also acknowledged the remarkable success of 
the Reading Room project and the fine building as a result  of 
the efforts of the Reading Room Refurbishment Committee, 
past & present members, viz. Jack Goodman, Ron Hawkins, 
Andrew Spooner, Jo Allen, Janet Lince, Brenda Cooper, Kate 
Hiles, and Emma Measures. Plus Neil Protheroe, Ray Funnell, 
Bob Beere, Kevin Allen, Chris & Nigel Scarrott, Roy Ellis, Rob 
Stentiford, and parishioners generally who helped in any way. 
Alison reported on the toddler play area which is now 
complete, well used and much admired.  
The proposal to form an integrated committee, perhaps to be 
called Parish Amenities Management Committee, to replace 
the Reading Room, Village Hall and Events Committees, was 
noted. A special meeting will be held to coordinate the new 
committee. 
It was noted that work has commenced on the rear extension 
of the village hall to provide a loo for the disabled and extra 
space for improved kitchen & storage facilities. 

Upper Heyford website 
 

The web page can now be found on 
upperheyford.com 
 

You may also email information for the web page via: 
news@upperheyford.com  



 

 

Heyford Park Residents’ Association 
 

The residents of Heyford Park continue to wait for signs of any development but we are closer now than ever before. 
The Dorchester Group has achieved overall planning permission with a Resolution to Grant. Next, detailed designs for 
the new buildings have to be submitted, and negotiations are ongoing about exactly what will be provided for education 
and transport. A two-form entry primary, and one-form entry secondary school are being proposed, and an increase in 
the regularity of the Oxford-Bicester bus service.  
 

Since the beginning of May the Residents Association has a new and lively management committee with a new website 
just being set up at http://heyfordparkresidents.org.uk 
We are consulting with the Dorchester Group on a major project to provide a big increase in leisure areas for the 
community and provided we get the go ahead, anyone who likes a bit of outdoor work will be very welcome to help us 
achieve our aim. Updates on this and all other activities and events will be available on the website and through 
newsletters. Our first Over 50s meeting will take place on July 21st and we are arranging for a talk about the history of 
Heyford as an airbase and providing a lunch.  
Contact Jean 233374 or r.simons1@sky.com 
 

The school holidays are not far away so activities for our school-aged residents are also being planned. 
To contact the Residents Committee please email heyfordpark@btinternet.com or phone:  
Jenny & Steve 233707, Jean & John 233374, Mary & Pete 233994, Nuala 233838.  
 

Other contacts you might find useful: 
Playbus 233933 for Youth Club and for hall bookings 
Scouts,Cubs and Beavers www.heyfordparkscouts.org.uk Email:heyfordscouts@btinternet.com   
Karate philpatrickis@yahoo.com 07915661853 with one month’s free trial for all children 
Children’s activities at the Chapel 232029 
The Heyford and Caversfield Children’s Centre 233151  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Royal Wedding Celebration 
Over 70 adults and 38 children made the most of a sunny 
day to celebrate the royal wedding whilst also raising 
£542.31 for Save the Children. 
The day started at 10am with the decorating of the village 
hall and marquee. At 11am many of us settled down to 
watch the event joined by two very grateful French 
families who were on a canal holiday and had walked up 
from Lower Heyford. After the wedding the children had 
games to play, face painting, a bouncy castle and, of 
course, the Great Balloon Race with personalised 
certificate to remember the day. Teas were served at four 
o'clock and were followed by more games including 
"dustbin cricket" - for those interested, rules can 
apparently be provided by Duncan for any future 
competitions. 
Many people helped to make the event a special day from 
Thursday/Saturday's marquee party to all those who 
generously made cakes and buttered bread; thank 
you. Particular thanks should go to Craig and Kendra for 
the technology, Maureen, Veronica and Trudy in the 
kitchen, and the incredible ingenuity and organisation that 
Alison put into all the children's activities.   
       Chris Coe 

 
NOW OPEN FOR BUSINESS! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Reading Room was officially opened by   
The Right Honourable Tony Baldry MP 

on 7th May 2011 
 

 
 

After almost two years hard work by the 
Reading Room Refurbishment Committee and 
many helpers the reading room is now a 
magnificent community facility.  
 

For the parishioners who remember attending 
the infant class of the village school in this 
building it is a great joy to see it resurrected 
from its former state of dereliction to the 
handsome building it is now. 
 

It is available for hire for suitable events and 
functions (see Upper Heyford website) and by 
arrangement the toilets (suitable for use by 
those with a disability) will be available for use 
by those attending church. 
 

With grateful thanks to Mr Baldry and all 
who helped to it make it such an enjoyable 
day. 



 

Coarse Gardening. 
 

After all that snow and frost, this has been the most extraordinary springtime that any of us can remember, the hottest 
and driest on record.  March was an almost total drought and a hot and sunny May occurred in April.  What this means, 
in terms of what will happen in our gardens next year, remains to be seen, of course, but it will have done something, 
that’s for sure. Something strange happened last year, too, though I am hanged if I can remember what.  My memory is 
becoming shaky.  I should take notes about these things, but of course I would never remember to, and if I did I would 
forget to look at them.  I say something happened, because we have had an amazing abundance of blossom on trees 
and shrubs so far, and this has to be down to the conditions last year when the wood was ripening and flower primordia 
were forming.  Lilacs, laburnums, garden cherries and crab apples, fruit trees of all sorts, the blackthorn and may in the 
hedgerows - it has been a bumper spring for all of them.  The horse chestnuts became towering masses of green 
fingers and creamy candles, a wonderful sight - and last year and before that they were all dying, remember?  Even the 
small ones in my garden were diseased in three different ways and had to be cut down.  Big ones in the countryside 
around seem to be better, now.  The young spindle bushes in ‘my’ hedge beside Allens Lane, planted five years ago, 
are covered in a froth of tiny green flowers and wild privet carries masses of little lilac-like trusses.  All of this (barring 
catastrophe) presages a fabulous autumn for seeds and berries and fruits of all kinds. 
Not only the shrubs and trees have done well.  One of my personal fave raves has come into its 
own at last, after several years of nothing much. Narcissus poeticus, the Poet’s Narcissus, or 
Pheasant’s Eye, the latest to flower of all the daffodil tribe, mid to late May in a normal year, is a 
delightful thing, to my eye at least.  By the way, all daffodils belong to the genus Narcissus, 
though this is the one that my grandparents always called a narcissus, reserving the name 
daffodil for the yellow ones only; which is why they got muddled when it came to yellow-and-
white ones, or multi-headed ones, or yellow ones with no trumpets.  It is a true wild daffodil, 
native to a wide sweep of western Europe from central and eastern France, south to central 
Spain, Italy and north-western Greece, especially in the uplands.  It takes the scenic route, via 
Switzerland.  There are famous mountain meadows above Montreux, where it grows in tens of 
thousands.  It goes east, too, across Slovenia and the Ukraine, where it may be seen in vast 
sheets across open grasslands - well worth a look, next time you are passing. The flowers are 
smaller than you would expect of a cultivated, garden variety - it looks wild. Its six perianth 
segments, technically not quite petals, are pure, clean,  white, like Meissen porcelain, slightly 
recurved, sometimes a little twisted like propellor blades, elegant, dainty, and the central disc, which would be the 
trumpet in a bigger daffodil, is green in the middle, then lemon yellow with a minutely ruffled red edge.  On top of all that 
it has the most delicious scent.  It is a wonderful thing.  If you are lucky, you can get it to flower in rough grass, among 
buttercups, red campions, early vetch and clover and, maybe, very late tulips or blue camassias. 
Of course, to nod towards High Culture and show off your classical education, you should grow it beside a garden pond, 
placed so that it can see itself in the water.  The legend was, at least according to Ovid, that a rather chatty nymph 
called Echo, an airhead who babbled away repeating whatever anyone said to her, fell for a handsome hunk called 
Narcissus.  Silly girl. He, whilst stooped drinking at a pool, fell in love with his own reflection, bigtime, to the point where 
he ignored everything else.  I’ve known other chaps get like this after a couple of drinks. You can observe similar self-
obsessed tosspots among the male contestants in ‘The Apprentice’, should you have a strong enough stomach to 
watch it. Poor little Echo, rejected and ignored, just faded away until she was nothing but a voice.  You can’t help feeling 
she was a bit wet.  His sort is never worth bothering with in the first place, as her mother would have told her.  She 
would have done better to have joined a Women’s Assertiveness Group, or the W.I.  At the very least, she should have 
shoved him in. As it was, he knelt there admiring his own image for so long that he turned into a flower, and serve him 
jolly well right.  For all we know, he could have ended up as chickweed, but Linnaeus considered that the beautiful 
Pheasant’s Eye was the original of Ovid-the-poet’s Narcissus, and named it accordingly. 
 

Unfortunately, it is quite difficult to grow successfully, whether beside a pool or not.  Part of the problem is that it does 
not like to be dug up and dried off, which is exactly what the bulb growers have to do in order to sell it, and after planting 
it may sulk for a year or two.  Another factor may be soil; this is a bulb that, preferring mountains or high plains where it 
can revel in snow-melt, likes wet, clayey conditions, unlike so many others - which is where we can score, around 
here.  Finally, the bulbs need to be planted deeply; really deeply.  Anna Pavord recommends a depth of eight 
inches.  Another of my books says ‘at least ten’, advice which I follow.  They like to sit with the base of the bulb on cold 
clay that will not dry out.  Can be a bit twicky, as little Alex says.  However, this spring has shown that it can settle down 

and do really well here.  Now, it is a basic precept of Coarse 
Gardening that, if a thing is good, a lot of it is a great deal better, so 
come the autumn those chaps in Amsterdam better stand by for a tasty 
order. 
 
Topical tip: how to deal with over-abundant coarse, acid, stringy, 
inedible rhubarb.  First, take a strong, well-forged garden spade and 
sharpen it to a razor edge on a grinding wheel. Then - well, you can fill 
in the rest for yourself. 
 
Happy weeding. Roger Burt. 
 



 

 

Snowdrop Paddock Mill Lane Upper Heyford Bicester Oxon 
INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL DOMESTIC 

OVER 30YEARS EXPERIENCE 
 

New Installations                            Outdoor Security Lighting 

Full/Part Rewires                             Maintenance and Repairs 

 

ALL WORK CARRIED OUT TO IEE REGULATIONS BS7671 

All work guaranteed 

Free quotation with no obligation 

 

Tel: 01869 232272   

Mob:07802 544509 Mob: 07742 601516 

 

SONIT 

ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Cuts & Colours 
Mobile Hairstylist 

 

Friendly Local Qualified Hairdresser 

offering the following services in the 

comfort of your own home  
 

Ladies Cut    £10.00  

Gents Cut       £7.00 

(with optional blow-dry)   £15.00 

Children’s Cuts from           £5.00 
 

Highlights/Lowlights from   £30.00 
 

Colour Tint    £22.00 

Regrowth coverage    £18.00 

Semi-Permanent Colour   £15.00 
 

For enquiries or an appointment please 

telephone : 07954 053019 

Temporary advert 
 

Finders Keepers      finders.co.uk 
 
Professional service at a realistic price 
 

Call Paul or Clare on 01869 329530 
 

North Oxford East Oxford  Central Oxford  FK Student Letting 
Banbury  Bicester   Witney    Abingdon 

STEP OUT FOR SUMMER            
HALF PRICE BASIC PEDICURE 
£10.00 (Usually £20.00 45mins) 

With Lisa Davies 

June & July’s offer, Daytime June & July’s offer, Daytime June & July’s offer, Daytime June & July’s offer, Daytime 

Appointments, at the Beauty Room In Appointments, at the Beauty Room In Appointments, at the Beauty Room In Appointments, at the Beauty Room In 

Lower HeyfordLower HeyfordLower HeyfordLower Heyford    
Also Double expresso: Express Manicure/
Express Pedicure for only £25.00  
Treatment time 75mins and available A very 
Mini Manicure: £8.00 
Over 16 year’s experience, fully insured and 

qualified, local service and uses quality 

products.        

Please Contact for price list: 

www.poshpedicures.co.uk/ 07971 096135 

email: poshpedicures@hotmail.co.uk  



 

HEYFORD UNITED 1960-61 
Back row left to right: Barry Vickers, Don Sales, Gilbert (Dump) Brain, Trevor Cuss, Frank Brain, Bernard (Snowy) Brain 

Front row: Dave (Gubbins) Stillgoe, Leonard Hudson, Ian Lough-Scott, Wilfred Porch, Ray Barker 
 

When the two Heyfords went their separate ways in 1950 and formed two clubs, Heyford United (Upper Heyford) & 
Heyford Athletic (Lower Heyford), it was the Athletic that enjoyed the greater success on the field of play. So the United 
team of 1960-61 had every reason to look so pleased with themselves having won their first trophy in ten years.  

Thames Valley Police local report 
 

There was a car scratched in Steeple Aston whilst parked on 
Southside overnight and in Upper Heyford a car windscreen 
was smashed. In Lower Heyford damage was caused to a 
canal boat, in Fewcott a small window to a house was 
smashed and also a fence was damaged in Piddington. In 
Chesterton there was extensive damage caused to 
buildings, fences and walls along with several golf buggies. 
There was an attempt burglary to a house in Duns Tew and 
another in Finmere to a stable block, fortunately no entry 
was gained to either properties. In Souldern there was a 
burglary to farm buildings where a quad bike, tools and other 
items were stolen 
We have conducted several speed checks on the area 
during the month and are still identifying that a high number 
of drivers speeding are from the village checked and 
neighbouring villages. Please take care and be mindful of 
the limits around and through the villages. 
If you want any advice or would like to contact the 
neighbourhood team you can call us on the police non 
emergency number  0845 8 505505  but if your call is an 
emergency then dial 999. You can also contact us via email: 
BicesterRuralNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk - please 
note this email address cannot be used to contact Thames 
Valley Police to report crimes or for any urgent matters 

Deddington Health Centre news 
 

All GP surgeries are happy to provide home visits to 
those patients who are unable to leave their home 
through infirmity or disability, or severe illness, but it is 
important that requests for home visits are made in the 
morning so that the visiting GP can plan their day. This 
is particularly important in the case of GPs who work in 
rural areas. Here at Deddington, the GPs cover an area 
of over 200 square miles and in order to be able to 
provide an efficient service to everyone, the GPs must 
know who they need to visit in advance, because the 
time taken driving to and from a visit to a patient can be 
significant. We ask that if you want to request a home 
visit, this request should be rung in to the surgery 
before 11am. The enables the doctor to plan visits, & 
avoid crisscrossing north Oxfordshire more than once in 
a day. Please also remember, that in almost all cases, it 
is far better to bring someone into the surgery to be 
seen by a GP. All the equipment and expertise is here 
and accessible. This is not so easy to guarantee when 
a GP is visiting a patient at home. 
 

Are you planning a holiday abroad and have been 
advised to have travel vaccinations? If so, these can 
be given by our Practice Nurses at the surgery 


