




UPPER HEYFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Jack Goodman Jr, Lt Col, USAF (Ret), Clerk to the Council,

Hillside Cottage, High Street, Upper Heyford, Bicester OX25 5LE

Telephone: 01869 232722, Email: jackgoodman61@gmail.com
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting

12 September 2013
Present: Chairman; Lt. Gen. RC Menzies,, Councillors Jo Allen, Roger Burt, Pete James, Carole Gother and Parish Clerk Jack Goodman.  
1) Apologies for Absence: Councillor Chris Scarrott
2) Code of Conduct: The Chairman reminded Councillors of the code of conduct requirements under the Localism Act of 2011. 
3) Consideration of Dispensations: No requests for dispensations were tabled. 
4) Public Forum: Approximately 28 parishioners attended the meeting.
The Chairman welcomed those parishioners present and expressed the hope that more people from the Parish would attend Parish Council meetings in the future.  He explained to the meeting that Parish Councillors are frequently lobbied by parishioners and that such lobbying dictates, to some extent, the content of some of the agenda items for meetings; this was the case in the matter of control of dogs in the village.  He also stressed that the Council took decisions as a corporate body.

He went on to outline the results of the consultation exercise which had been conducted at the request of some parishioners.  A copy of the summarised results was circulated to those present and is attached to these Minutes.  As a result of this exercise, the Council recognised that there was insufficient support to continue with the proposals passed at its July meeting and will rescind them.  It does believe, however, that there remains a case for imposing some restrictions on dogs in the village.

It now proposes, therefore, that:
a) Dogs should be excluded from the children’s play areas.  The Council will investigate the feasibility      of fencing off the play area on The Green.
b) Failure to clear up after one’s dog should be made an offence, punishable by a fine.  The Council will clarify the present situation with Cherwell District Council and will investigate ways of enforcing this effectively.
c) Leads should be made mandatory in specified areas of the village.  The Chairman noted that The Green was an obvious candidate but he asked parishioners to contact the Parish Clerk with further suggestions before the next Council Meeting on 17 Oct 13.
d) More “poo bins” should be provided.  The Chairman observed that there had been problems in the past over the positioning of “poo bins” and asked parishioners, particularly dog owners, to make suggestions for extra locations to the Parish Clerk before the next Council Meeting on 17 Oct 13.

The Chairman concluded by saying that the other suggestions from the consultation exercise, particularly increased signage, would be pursued separately and that the whole issue would be reviewed at some point in the future.  The meeting was then opened for contributions from the floor.

A wide ranging discussion then ensued at the end of which it was concluded that:

a) Those present, particularly but not exclusively the owners of dogs, would have preferred consultation to take place before the Council made proposals which would have such a fundamental effect on them.  The Council took note.
b) Parishioners would make recommendations to the Parish Clerk concerning areas where dogs should be kept on leads before the Parish Council Meeting on 17 Oct 13.
c) Parishioners, particularly dog owners, would make recommendations to the Parish Clerk for the positioning of “poo bins” before the Parish Council Meeting on 17 Oct 13.
d) The Parish Clerk will investigate means of further publicising agendas and minutes of Parish Council Meetings within the Parish in addition to those currently mandated by law.

The Chairman thanked all those who had contributed to the Public Forum discussion.  The majority of parishioners left the meeting at this point.

5) Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the 18 July 2013 Meeting were approved by the Council as a true record and signed by the Chairman and Clerk.
6) Standing Agenda Items:

a) Public Liability Review: The Parish Council Hazard Log was reviewed and agreed. Action is still required on the path from the Reading Room to High Street. The Clerk reported on correspondence from Oxfordshire Highways stating that re-surfacing of Allen’s Lane was not a priority. The Council agreed to take it off the hazard log for the time being but to ensure that re-surfacing of Allen’s Lane is included in the OCC forward planning for road works. Cllr Burt  will further monitor traffic on the Lane and report to the Council when appropriate. The Clerk agreed to follow up on a previously reported “Police Speed Check” sign that has been damaged on Camp Road at the eastern end of Heyford Park. No new hazards were reported
b) Amenities Management Committee: The Council ratified the appointment of Kim Smith as Vice Chair and thanked her for agreeing to take on this important position.  
7) Matters Arising: 
a) Control of Dogs: Matters concerning this issue were dealt with during the public forum. 
b) Orchard Close Landscaping: The Clerk requested permission to contract with Denver Summerling to trim hedges in the open common areas of Orchard Place. The Council gave its consent. The Clerk agreed to try to engage all of the Orchard Place residents in the discussions on work to be done.
8) Finance: 
a) The Clerk briefed on expenditure and receipts and account balances for the period and circulated copies of the accounts.
b) An invoice has been received from Alfred Truman Solicitors for £350.80 representing the bulk of the work completed to register the Village Green. The Council authorised the payment.

9) Correspondence:
a) Parishioners’ Letters, Dog Control Correspondence: The Clerk formally acknowledged receipt of written  responses from residents on this issue and confirmed that all of these were passed to the Council members for their review. 
b) Parishioners Letter, Broadband Upgrades: The Chairman briefed on correspondence from Craig Lord regarding the upgrade of broadband speeds in Oxfordshire. The Chairman and Clerk will meet with Craig Lord and provide a report to the Council at the next meeting. A presentation by Mr Lord may be arranged.  
c) Playground Inspection Reports:
The Clerk reported that no action was required at the playground on The Green, but that the chains on the swings of the playground on the Recreation Area needed to be replaced.  The Clerk was asked to approach the contractor who had installed the playground on The Green for a quotation for this work.
10) Planning Applications:  The Planning Application Log entries covering the period since the last meeting was reviewed. Action on the applications was ratified. 
11)  Any Other Business:
a) Fraking:  This is the process of extracting natural gas from shale deposits. Councillor Burt reported that our area may be a suitable location for such operations and suggested that the Council needs to monitor developments.  He agreed to lead on this issue at the next meeting.
b) Tree Management Plan: The Clerk briefed that Cherwell has announced a programme to prune the trees in Upper Heyford Village. The work to be carried out is listed and will be posted on Village bulletin boards by the Clerk.
12) Date of next meetings:  17 October 2013
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8:30 pm
Jack Goodman 
19/09/13


