




UPPER HEYFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Jack Goodman Jr, Lt Col, USAF (Ret), Clerk to the Council,

Hillside Cottage, High Street, Upper Heyford, Bicester, OX25 5LE

Telephone: 07791-399823, Email: jackgoodman61@gmail.com
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting

21 November 2013
Present: Chairman; Lt. Gen. RC Menzies,  Councillors Jo Allen, Roger Burt, Pete James, Carole Gother, Chris Scarrott and Parish Clerk Jack Goodman Jr 
1) Apologies for Absence: None
2) Code of Conduct: The Chairman reminded Councillors of the code of conduct requirements under the Localism Act of 2011.
3) Public Forum: Tim Bigelow representing Heyford Park Resident’s Association. Mr Bigelow briefed the a consultation meeting last week with himself, Carole Gother and Marilyn Brown representing the Residents’ Association and James Doble and Emma Faulkner representing Cherwell District Council (CDC) concerning splitting the Parish of Upper Heyford.  There was a productive 1.5 hour meeting. James Doble briefed the steps in the consultation and was briefed on the current organisation and aspirations of the Residents’ Association.  Mr Doble pointed out that because of the General Election in 2015, the likely time for splitting the Parish if agreed would be in 2016. Tim also briefed that residents completed new applications for social housing and that they were told that there would be feedback within 20 days. It has now been more than 20 days and no feedback has been received. The Clerk agreed to check with CDC. Tim noted that the Marketing Director for Dorchester Group, Catherine Beagley is regularly attending Residents’ Association meetings. 
4) Consideration of Dispensations: No requests for dispensations were tabled. 
5) Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the 17 October 2013 meeting were approved by the Council as a true record and signed by the Chairman and Clerk.
6) Standing Agenda Items:

a) Public Liability Review: The Parish Council Hazard Log was reviewed and agreed. No new hazards were identified. Cllr Gother reported that the speed check sign on Camp Road has been repaired. This item is closed.
b) Village Hall Project: Cllr Allen briefed that Ian Lough-Scott has been asked to evaluate the structural implications of the new acoustic tiles before they are affixed to the ceiling. The Clerk briefed that the grant application to Viridor for the patio has been submitted and returned for further information. 
c) Amenities Management Committee: The Amenities Committee Minutes of 7 November 2013 were reviewed and accepted without comment.
d) Registration of Village Green: The Clerk presented a map outlining the area to be designated as Village Green. The Council approved the map for submission to Oxfordshire County Council.
7) Matters Arising: 
a) Control of Dogs: The Clerk reported that he has contacted CDC to begin the process of establishing a dog control order. He is awaiting their response. The Clerk presented a map delineating the area of the village to be included in a dog control order requiring dogs to be on lead. The Council approved this map. The Clerk also presented a consultation document to be distributed to residents who might be affected by the placing of three new dog poo bins within the Village. This flyer was approved for distribution. Cllr Scarrott noted that there are other locations where bins would be appropriate. The Council agreed to review this again when new bins are in use and their effectiveness can be judged. 
b) Community Governance Review: See Public Forum, para 3) for discussion of this topic. 
c) Registration of Heritage Assets: The Clerk reported this initiative is still on going.
d) Orchard Place Landscaping: The Clerk reported that trimming of shrubbery in Orchard Place has been completed. The application to cull trees has been submitted. The Clerk will check on insurance requirements for felling the trees and provide prices for the work at the January PC meeting.
e) High Street Hedge: The trimming of the High Street hedge has been completed. Cllr Burt will infill where necessary with hawthorn for next year’s growing season. The Council instructed the Clerk to notify the Parishioner concerned that clay he deposited on the verge by the hedge will need to be removed, either by himself, or by the Council letting a contract and billing the Parishioner.
f) Broadband Upgrade: The Clerk has asked Craig Lord to prepare a letter on behalf of the Council to the relevant authorities strongly objecting to the exclusion of Upper Heyford Village from the OCC high-speed broadband upgrade project.  The Clerk briefed that Dorchester Group has been contacted and they are willing to allow BT to lay FTTC cable in the trenching they are digging from the bottom of Camp Road. This will greatly reduce the cost of laying high-speed cable from the exchange on Heyford Park to the Village phone terminal. This information will be included in the letter.
g) Repair of Playground:  The Clerk reported that he has had difficulty finding a playground maintenance contractor. It was suggested that Dorchester Group be contacted as they are having playgrounds moved currently and their contractor may be appropriate. 

h) High Street Access: The Clerk reported he has contacted the resident who has caused problems with street access for larger vehicles because of parking. The resident has agreed to ensure no blockages occur. The Chairman reported that the situation now appears to be better. 

i) Purchase of Landscaping Equipment: Cllr James briefed the type of ride on mower required and reviewed quotes. The Council agreed to purchase a Viking ride on mower from PA Turney for ex vat sale price of £1,999.00. Following the Financial Report below, The Clerk was instructed to proceed with the purchase.

8) Finance: 
a) The Clerk briefed expenditure and receipts and account balances for the period and circulated copies of the accounts. 
b) The Council reviewed the forecast of outturn.

9) New Business:
a) Allotment Management: Cllr Allen briefed that following the resignation of Bernie Rear , there is a vacancy on the Board of Trustees. She related that Kevin Allen would also like to relinquish the Chair. The Council agreed to contact several potential trustees and to convene an extraordinary Parish Council meeting this month to appoint a new Trustee should suitable candidates be forthcoming. 
b) Winter Planning: The Clerk confirmed that extra salt has been ordered and will be stored at Heyford Park for the use of the entire Parish. Cllr Gother reported the need for more grit bins on Heyford Park. Cllr Gother will submit the requirements to the Clerk. The Clerk will consider and negotiate with Dorchester Group on meeting the requirement. 
c) 2014 Parish Council Meeting Schedule: The Chairman presented a list of proposed meeting dates for 2014. Councillors were asked to review the list and inform the Clerk if any revisions are necessary.  The annual schedule will be confirmed at next Parish Council meeting. Unless informed otherwise, the January Parish Council meeting will be on 9 January 2014. Meetings will continue to be held in the Reading Room commencing at 7:15PM
10) Planning Applications:  The Planning Application Log entries covering the period since the last meeting was reviewed. Action on the applications was ratified. 
11)  Any Other Business:
a) Footbridge to Steeple Aston: Cllr Allen briefed that she has made a follow-up call to OCC concerning the repair of the footbridge between the Aston’s and Heyford’s. She has as yet received no reply. The Clerk briefed that the OCC head of byway management has assured him that this bridge is the top footpath priority for the County and funding is available,  but that requirement for environmental studies have delayed repair.
b) Bus Service: Cllr Allen enquired if anyone has had problems with timeliness of bus service for Upper Heyford. No Councillors have heard of any problems.
12) Date of Next Meeting:  9 January 2014
Meeting Closed at 9:45 
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